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Que per conſtruttionem lapidum , © marmoreas molesy aut 
terrenos tumulos in magnam ednitos altitudinens , conſtant ; 
non propagabunt longam diem : quippe & ipſa rnterennt, 


Seneca, de Conſolar. ad Polyb:" 


—_— 


| LONDON, 
Printed for Henry Herringman , at the Sign of the Apchor in 
the Lower Walk of the New Exchange, 166 3: 


4 - 


To the K ING's Moſt Excellent 


—_aS JB. ST .1< 


( 


FOUR Mayjeſties Cu- 

ZN rolity to ſurvey the - 
Sabjeft of this Diſ- 
conrſe , theſo much 
admired e Antiquity 
of STONE-HENG , hath ſometime þ.. 
been ſo great and nrgent, as to find 
a.room in TJonr Royal Breaſt, a- 
mid ſt Your werghtieſt Cares ; and 
to carry Y ou many miles out of Your 
way toward Safety , even at ſuch 


_ 


a time, When any Heart , but-your 
Fearleſs and Invincible one work 
have been wholly pl d with appt 
henfions of Danger. For,as Tv 
had the Honour to hear from that 
Oracle of Truth and Wiſdom , 
Your Majeſties own Mouth ; 
You Were pleaſed to viſit that 
Monument , and, for many hours 
together, entertain Your ſelf with 
the delightful view thereof, when 
after the defeat of Your Loyal 
rmy., at Worceſter , Almighty 
God , in Infinite Mercy to Your 
three Kingdoms , miraculouſly de- 
livered Yow out of the bloody 
Faws of thoſe Monſters of Sin 
and Cruelty, who taking (,onnſel 
onely from the Hernonſnefs" of 
" their Crimes, ſought Impunity 
in the higheſt Aggravation of 


them: 


them ; deſperately hoping to ſe- 
cure {rep by Regicide, pos 
 bydeftroying their Soveraign , ro 
tontinuetheir Tyranny over their 
Fellow-Smbjefts. 


This, as at firſt it animated Me, 
to make ftrith Enquiry into the 
Origine, aud Occalion of the 
Wonder ( /o the Vulgar call it ) 
ſo far as ' the gloomy darkneſs of 
Oblivion would admit ; ſo hath it 
wowemboldned me , tolay at Your 
AMyjeſties ' Feet - the following 
Accoimnt of my Succeſs 7n that 
Enquiry : inall poſſpble Humili- 
fy and Reverence , beſeeching 
Tay to-Hononr ; with Your Gra- 
cidgs Acceptance , the REsrorA- 
TION of that Gigantick File, 
Whoſe dead Remains You fo bigh= 
DENY ly 


co 


—— Oo —_—_— A 9 > en 


ly Ennobled by Your Preſence, 
Once Yon made it Your Dryer- 
tiſement, to look upon it [leeping, in 
deep Forgetfulneſs, and Well-mgh 
iſ enimared by the Lethargy of 
Time ( Which often brings the 
River Lethe to flow as Well 
above ground , as below ) : Diſ- 
dain not, therefore, now to caſt an 
Eye upon it , when it appears to 
fe up its maſiive Head again, and 
offers , in plain Language, totel 
You the Story of its Life,” from 
whence zt was derived, by whom 
it was formed , for what noble Wſe 
it was intended ., and how it hath 
face been ſacrilegiouſly violated. 
Which Story , though grounded 
onely on Conjecture ; is neverthe- 
lefS- neither Wnpleaſant , yor Wn- 
profitable. @_ | 

5 Having 


——_ __—— 


Having ailigently compared 
STONE-HENG Pith other Anti- 
quities of the ſame Kind, at this 
day, ſtanding in Denmark; and 
finding a perfect Reſemblance in 
moſt, if not in all Particulars 0b- 
ſervable , on both ſides; and ac- 
quainting, my ſelf moreover with 
the Uſes of thoſe rudely-mag- 
nificent Struftures, for many hun-. 
dreds of years together : I now at 
length conceive it to haye been 
Erefted bythe DANCES, when 
They had this Nation in ſub- 
geftron; and priucipally , Eg uot 
wholly Deſign d to be a Court 


Royal, oz place for the EleQtion 

and Inauguration of their Kings. s 

according to a certain ſtrange Cii- 

ſtome, yer of eldeft Date , moſt ſa- 
Ay 


cred 


cred Eſteem, and bat late Diſcon- 
tinuance among that Martial 


People. 


IWhether, or no, my Authori- 
ties and Reaſonings for this New 
Opimon of mine , be ſuch , as may 
be allowed ſufficient to render it 
bighly Probable ( for, further I 
"pretend not ) : as becomes me, I 
moſt humbly, moſt freely ſubmit to 


Your Majeſty's moſt Excellent 
Judgement, 1 Which You are ng 
les Supreme , thay in Your 
Power ; and than which , none 
ean be either more Diſcerning , or - 
more Equitable, So that if it 
prove ſo fortunate , as to recerye 
Tour Approbation , I need not 
fear the Cenſure of any Under-' 

 ſtanaing* 


ſtanding Reader : if- not , I. ſhall 
however gain this advantage , to 
have my Miſtake rethifid by a 
King, Whoſe Reaſons are Demon- 
rations, Whoſe Enquiries are 
the beſt Direttions unio Truth, 
whoſe Aſſent always is a fien of 
Truth, and to Whoſe other Regal 
Prerogatives an admirable W1ſ- 
dom hath ſuperadded this , that 
Hes leſs ſubjett tobe impoſed up- 
01, than any other Man. 


In the meantime, and ever , ac- 
cording to my Duty, I ſhall ear- 
neftly pray to «Almighty God , 
that He would be pleaſed to en- 
richYour Sacred Majeſty, with 
all Blefiings anſwerable to the 
Largeneſs of Your Mind , tothe 
Sublimity of Yoxr Condition, Foy 
Le 


the V Veight of Taur Charge, rg 
the Multitude-of Yowr Virtues , 
and to the Hopes and W iſhes of 
all Your Good Subjects, 


April he 27 
I's 6 2. 


Your Majeſties 


moſt Loyal , moſt Obedient, 
moſt Humble, 


Subjet and Servant , 


WartrtrteR CHaRrklsiToON, 


Tomy worthy Friend , TY. Charlewgo , an his claar Dif- 
pad Ve Par ri ae po NISH 
Roman Temple , as ſuppoſed by M* _—_ Jones, 


Ow-much obliging is Your learned Care ! 

Still bufie to preſerve , or to repaty-; 

Which unto Mer not onely lite can give , 

Bur makes their Monuments themſelves to live. 
Health comes to them by Your immortal aim : 
And to their —_ Truth, the health of Fame- 
The fickly VWorld ſeems -vhus-RefterdbyFhees— -- -- -- 
Whilſt thy large Soul, like its Ercrnity , 
On waſting Time atchievs new ViQcories , 
Which buried now in its own ruins lyes. 


Nor wert Thou toengage with Time alone ; 
But that which kept the Wonder more unknown , 
Mens Errors ; which are ſtill the greateſt crime , 


And more deftxoy — » than Time, 


<= by 2 _ w fo boſe Monarchy n 

Muſt gladly learn, from ilcovery 

Thatgrear &efpe# not opely have beet found _ - 

Where Gods were Foſbip'a, bur where Kings were Crown'd, 


. 
{2 
. » 1A 


Rob. Howard, 


To my Honour'd Friend, 1 Charleton ;- op bis learned 
and uſeful Works 1, - ad” move” particularly ' this / of 


$T 0NE-48NG, bybimm Reſtored to the tree Founders, 


He longeſt Tyranny thatever ſway'd, + © - 
| | . Was thatwherein our Anceſtors berray'd > + / 
Theirfree-born Reaſon to the Stagirite , 

And made his Torch their univerſal Light. 

So Truth, while onely one ſuppli'd the Stare , 

Grew ſcarce ,* and dear, and yet ſophiſticare. 
Until'rwas boughe,/like Emp'r1que Wares, or Charms 
Hard words ſcal'd up with Arifotle's Armes. 

Columbus was the firſt that ſhook his Throne ;- 

And found a Temp rate in a Torrid Lone t:. - 

The fevriſh aire fann'd by.a pen ny kat, 

The fruitful Vales ſet round with1hady Trees ;; 

And guiltleſs Mez , who danc'd away-their time , 

Pyeſb as their Groves, and Happyastheir'Clime, 

Had we ftill paid\that homage tra Name , 

Which onely God arid Nature:juſtly claim ;. 

The Wefteru Teas had beet ourutmoft bound); (/ 
Vhere Poets ſtillmight dream the Sun was drown'd :- 
And all the Stams,thatſhine.in Souther: Skies , | 
Had been admir'd by none bur Salvage Eyes... 


Among thiAfertors of free Reaſon's claim, - 
Th Engbſbare notthe leaft in Worth, or Fame. - 
The Worldto Zarmdocsnoe oncly 'owe: 

Trs preſent Knowledge, but irs future too.) : 0 ie 14 
Gilbert ſhall live, till Load: ceaſe t& draw. 
Or Britsſb Fleers the Ocean awe: oo. 
And noble Boyle, nor leſs in Nature ſeen, 
Than his great Brotbey read in States and Mey, - 


The Crreling ſtreams, oticetho erp, of of blood 
(Whether Life's fewel ,, os ws wk 

From dark Oblivion on Harvey's name allies ; 

While Ext keeps all the honour that he gave. 

Nor are Tow , Learned Friend, the leaſtrenown'd ; 

Whole Fame, not circumſcrib'd-with Exglfb. ground, 

Fles like the nimble journeys of t __ - hrs | 

And is, like that , unſperitzoo-inits fi 

What ever Truths have been , by er or Chance Wh 
Redeem'd from Erroy, or from ignorance , h..2 

Thin in their Authors, ( like rich veins of Ore ) 

Your Works unite and Rill diſcover more. 

Suchis the healing virtue of Your Pen , 

To perfe& Cures on Books, as well as Men. . 

Nori is This Work the keaft: You well may give | 

To Menncw vigour, who make Storzestolive.:, / |: 
Through You, the; DANES | (heir ſhort Dominion toft y 
A longer Conqueſt than -the Sues boaſt. - 
STONB-nENG, Once thought Ti . Youhavefound |. 

A Throne, where Kings, [out yGods, were Cronnt,/ 
Where by their ing Subjeets They werofeen or 

Joy'd with their Stature, and their Princelymieeh; | 
Our Soveraigz here/above the reſdmighr dg 5 'y 
And here be choſe again-t0:tukmhe L mnÞr 152 


Theſe Ruines ſhelered-onde 275 Sacred teal, 
Then when from #vr fers fatal Field He flett; 
Warch'd by the Geniusof this Royal mg , 
And mi ghry Viſions of the; Datijfly Race:-. 

His Refuge thenywas fara': _— 
But, He Reſtor d, \ gooyyann'- yer n vr ger 
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STONE-HENG RESTORED 
TO THE DANES, 


F all MonumenTs buile by Mankind fince the 
beginntng of the World, chere ſeem co be only 
rwo General Caxſes, | 


A The FirsT Nataral,namely a certain defire of 
iN Immorrtalicy, inherent in, and as it were Eflencial 
co the Human Soul. Which being an Immarerial 
Effence, parricipanr-of Divinity both in ics Crea- 
rion, and Hopes, perperually carriech abour it chis impreſs or-character 
of thit Erernal Being, from whence ir was derived ;; that it abhorreth 
Oblivion,and as nor contented with that perperuity in poſterity,which 
Nature hath ordained by propagation of rhe Species, ( an in(titurion 
common alſo to Brute Animals ) ir aims ar another kind of Ererniry, 
by ſeeking ro deliver the Remembrance of ſome notable a&tionsco all 
ſucceeding Generations. 'So ſtrong ate the incirements-of this our 
congenitl Ambition, that the Dulleſt Souls are not altogerher-inſenfi» 
ble of chem, 'and Heroique -ones feel a- ſorr-of fejiciry: ini ſuffering 
themſelves to be tranſported by therm; Yea, many have prefert'd the 
Imaginaty life of Glory,to thar Real one of Nature; and — moſt 
B . horrid 
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_ ers and rm expoſed er bis to dearth, meerly our of 
an obſcure hope of being ſoon revi ame, and obcaining a berrer 
ſubfiſtence in che immorcaliry of their Names. With ſuch ſenrimencs 
as theſe Old Enna doubcleſs was touchr,when he rej in the 
peruity of reputation, thar he fancied to himſelf from the merits of tis 
Verſes, and exulringly exclames 


Volito viou' per ora virues. 
And Ovid, when he towres himſelf with 


Ore legar popali, perque onenia ſecula fama 
S; fs Aa m1 Gas preſagia, v1vew, 


Nay, the grave Romer Orator himſelf was not exempted from the 
ſecret citillations of the ſame proleptical perſwaſion, when ( Pre 
Hare.)) he brake forth into this pathetic expreſſion : Nox hec vita 
dicenda oft, que corpore & ſpirits continetur ; illa, inquam, illa vita 
eſt, qua viget memoria ſeculorum ommuns, quan poſteritas alit, quans 
ipſa etermias ſemper intwetwr. *© This is not to life, 


« which conſifterh in che conjun&tion of Body and Soul Lo, I lay 


« char is life indeed, which flouriſbech in che memory of all eges, 
« which Poſtericy nouriſherh, which Ecernity it ſelf ever looketh up- 
« on. And into another of the like —__ ( Philip. 12+ ) in theſe 
words : Brevis vita data oft, menouria bene reddite vite ſemopiteyna ; 
que ſi non efſet longior, quam hec vita, qu1s eſcet tans anoens, qui wax- 
:mus laberibus & periculis ad ſummans laudem, gloriamque comten- 
deret > Now, albeit this AﬀeRion of che » In ſome perſons 
meeting wich the humor of Vain Glory, becomes an gui fatuw, 
and miſguides them to a falſe Ecernity (for, the laſt cold we catch in 
our graves, makes us deaf to even the loudeſt praiſes of men : and if 
it did nor, yer would the pleaſure of rhoſe praiſes be as ſhort and tran- 
ficory, as the breath that gives them being : ) yer cannot ir be eaſily 
denied to be a conſiderable argumenr of the Souls /mwmortality ; 
foraſmuch as the moſt rigid of Philoſophers find ic co be Natura} 
( Ariſtotle 2. de Avime, terms ic Þvowfeffov, mot Natural ) and 

Nature hath implanted in us no Appetite in vain,or which | 
is not le of ſarisfaRion, if rightly addrefled ro its r ob- 
xas. ever, thus much may modeſtly be affirmed, that there is 


no 


TO THE DANES ; 


no man but thinks bimſelf ſomewhat concerned in times that ſhall 
come after him z and chat the moſt excellent works of men had their 
firſt beginnings from chis Apperice of pofthume Fame. For, whence 
came the foundations of Empires, the inſtitutions of Rope : 
Seas, Societies, and Laws to govern them ? Whence the id; of 
Ciries,. che eretion of Pyranuds, Mauſoleas, Obelisks, Temples, 
 Amphitheatres, Statues, Palaces , and the like coſtly Monumencs ? 
Whence, thoſe many Volames of Hiſtory, Annals, Philoſophy, Arts 
and Sciences, and all other kind of Knowledge ? Whence all the 
brave performances and atchievements in Warr ? Whence the li- 
beralicy of Teftaments, che adoption of Heirs, the affiancing of 
Families, the defire of Iflue ? Whence, I ſay, can we derive all choſe, 
and incruch all other the principal defigns and ations of Mankind , 
if not from chat which Cicero ( 1. Twſcul) calls ſeculornns quodd ans 
augtriun fur wroruns, 2 certain implanced Ambition of men to exrend 
the proſpe& of their hopes beyond the dark vale of Death, and have 
their names ſurvive their Funerals ? ſo thar though ſome Scepei 

may perhaps diſpure, whether chis Ambition be purely Natural, or 
meerly Opinionarive : yer, I preſume, none will concradi& this ma- 
nifet rruch, That all Nations are behbolding co ir for heir chiefeft 
Ornamenrs and Memerials ; eſpecially if due conſideration be had of 
the neer affinicy berwixc this cheur Firſt Cauſe, and 


The O THER, which is Pohtique ; namely an incitemenc- of 
men to hazardous undercakings, and enterprizes of difficulcy, by ſer- 
ring before their eyes the glorious Examples of ſuch among their 
Predeceſlors, who by a&ions of eminent forticude, prudence, juſti 
knowledge, piety to their Country, or ocherthe like Victues, have 
highly obliged mankind. For, ſince Glory.and Renown is one of 
the ſharpeſt ſpurrs to Heroical ſpirics ; and thar glory is alwayes great= 
eſt, thar is moſt permanent : it was a high point of Wiſedome and 
Policie in our Forefathers co ere publick memorials of great and 
worthy men, ſuch as being lookr upon by their Succeſſors, might in- 
ſpice them wich a generous Emulation to archieve the like meritori- 
ous ations, that ſo they may attain to the like honour and eſteem, 
with choſe that (hall come afrer them. Virtue, though a ſufficienc 
reward to it ſelf, would yer have but few followers, unleſs atrended 
on by Fame, Whereypon Cicero ( i» 1. Twſculas. ) diſcourling of 
oallant men, ſayes poſitively, Eornnm neme unquam, fine magna ſpe 

Ba MR nmort a- 


4 STONE-HENG RESTORED 


immurtalitatis, ſe pro patria offerret ad mortem ; no man, however 
m1gninimous and þrave, would for the good of his Country offer him 
ſelf ro death, withour great hope of immorealicy '; and Emripides (in 
A jace ) not indecently cries out 


$i Ts dyivrQ- ds Tax Ele Tos Cpolols 
xdpis duppcr, x, npod\gs dNoxeTor, 


Among the moſt durable Memorials of worrhy Mzn-and A&ﬀions, 
by which generous ſpirits are-antmared to rread in the rough 1nJ crag- 
gy Wayes of Virrue, upon expeAition th2 Gratitude of poſteriry will 
endeavour to vindicare their names and deſerts'from the devonring 
jaws of Oblivion ; the firſt plac: bzlangs rq thoſe, which the, Greci- 
ans call Kevoſd pm, the Romans Mrnumrenyta, and we in imitation of 
them Moxwments : b2cuuſe they ſerve to inftrut-rhe preſent and 'u- 
rure ages,in things done in ages paſt ; and remiin to ſuccezding gene- 
rations, as certain M:morials of the famous performances of their 
Anceſtors. The word Monumentum deriving it ſelf from Mons ; 
and thar again holding from Memoria ; as Varro ( de lingaa Latin, 
lib. 8. ) momere eft a memoria dittum, quod is, qui monet, perinds ſit 
ar memoria. So thata Monument, in propriety of fignification, is 
an Admonition by putting in rem:mbrance. In which ſenſe Cicero 
ſpeaking to Ceſar, laith, ſed Ego, que monuments ratio ſit, nomine ipſ» 
admoneor, ad memoriam mages ſpeitare debere poſteritatis, quam ad 
preſents temporss ey And in a Mnuſlcripe Regiltrs of the 
Gray Friers in London, kept in &ir Robert Cottons Library, there is 
rhis agreeable definirion of a Monument ; Mommentum eſt quali my - 
nent mentems, & ſic ſolet a dottioribus Etymologiari : mynet namjue 
bifaria m humanam mentems, cum aut muortls memoriam incutit, viſis 
pretedentionm ſepulchris ; aut e1 ſdem conſpettis, alit ad wirtmiis iter 
ftrenue calcantum ncitamur & animantur. 


Hence ic comes, that notwithſtanding the chings invented to give 
notice to poltzrity of the laudable archievements of their Progenicors, 
be almoſt infinitely various in their nacures, marerials, forms, &c., 
yer till hach th2 word Monument ben uſed, as a general nam>, to 
denote them : which Feſtms long ſince obſerved in this ſaying 5 Monu- 
mentum eſt, quzd mrtui cauſa edificatum eft, & quicquid in men- 
riam alicujus faitum eft, ut fana, porticns, ſcripta, & carmina, ec, 

6 To 
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Toenumerate the ſeveral Kinds,or Differences of theſe inanimate 
Reme2mbrancers ; and deduce each of choſe differences from irs pro- 
per Cauſes and occaſions, 1s neicher neceſſary to, nor confiſtent with 
my-reſent deſign, which is confned wichin the circle of one fingle 
monument. Let ir ſuffice, cherefore, if I in che general advertiſe, 
chat heir Variety 18 owing not onely to the diverfity of Peoples and 
Nations, that founded, erected,” compoſed them of different Mate- 
rials, afcer ſundry manners, and with various artifices, each according 
co thzir p:op2r G2nius,' elief, Cuſtomes, Commodiries,and the like : 
bur alſo to the circumſtances of Tim?, Place, Fortune; and Occaſion. 
Sorhat no wonder, if theſe {as all other the works of Mn ) are vaſt- 

different among themſelves, in Matter, Form, Magnicude, Arci- 

e, Coft;, Magnificence, Sicuition, and Deſign, 


Nor is it more a wonder, chat chis great Difference ſomerimes 
turns to the Confuſion of ancient Monuments, and makes them no 
Monuments ar all ; by rendring cheir particular fignifications {o in« 
diſtin&; that even thz beſt Anriquaries ( choſe Maſters of the Rolls 
of rime ) fall into contention nor onely concerning the Anthors by 
whom, and the T mes wherein; bur alſo about the Ends, or Purpoſes 
for which they were at firſt ſer , For, the Monuments of even one 
and che ſame Nation, in one and the ſame Country, having been now 
and ch2n varied in faſhion, mignificence, &c. according to the ſeve- 
ral viciffirudes of Time, mutations of Religion, and other revolutions 
of Fate: ic cannot bur be highly difficalt for lace poſtericy, who are lefc 
in ignorance of the reſpeRive occaſions and motives of rhoſe changes, 
to ſearch into the intentions of cheir Founders ; eſpecially, where 
Hiſtory hath been either alrogerher ſilent, or (what's as bad ) full of 
uncertainties concerning their Originals. And where the darkneſs of 
Oblivion hith bezn added rothut of ag2d Time ; certainly,our Cario- 
fity can hardly find the way to truth, nor is the glimraering light of 
Reaſon likely to afford other diſcoveries, bur what are ConjeQuural. 
So true it is, thit Monuments th:mſelves are ſubjett to Forgerfulneſe, 
even while they remain : and that when neither the Writings of nz2n li- 
ving in the ſame age, or not long after their ereftion, nor uncorrupted 
Tradition hath concurred to give them life z, they uſually ſtand rather 
as dead objetts of popmlar wonder, and occaſions of Fables, than as cer- 
taih records of Antiquity, 


Do 
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Do you require an Inſtance, or Example of che truth of what I here 
ſay ? Pleaſe you to convert your eyes upon that moſt notable Antiqui- 
ty, commonly called ST ONE--HENG, on Salubwry plan ; 
you ſhall chere find one moſi eminent, moſt fir for your purpoſe , 
moſt worthy your contemplation. For, though this Gigancique Re- 
main be wonderfull as well in reſpe& of the ſtrangeneſs of irs Form, 
as of the vaſtneſs of rhe ſtones, of which ic is compoſed ; and therefore 
among all the Antiquities of this our Iſland, none ſeems better ro 
have deſerved the commemoration of our ancient Writers : Yer ſuch 
hath been ics Fate, that ic hath our-lived ir ſelf, and buried as well 
the Names, as Bones of thoſe Worthies co whoſe memory it was 
conſecrated ; nor can you meet With any ſtory of credit ro inform 
you when, or by whom it was ere&ed, Having raiſed hotror and afto- 
niſhment in the Beholder ; irc leaves him to entertain himſelf with 
rhoughts as various,as rhe plain it ſtands upon is wide, and as confuſed, 
as Ruine harh made ir tones : the proſpe& of ir ar adiſtance not more 
delighting the eye,rhan the neer ſurvey doth petplex the brain, orthe 
date of it amuſe the underſtanding. What che vulgar idlely feign of 
the ſtones of ic, namely char chey are innumerable, not in refpeR of 
che greatneſs of their namber, bur of I know not what magical in- 


chantment ſuppoſed impreſſed upon the whole pile, chat deludes rhe 

attempts of Arirhmerique ; I find true of the Years of ics continuance, 

is m_a_y oy as obſcure, as the Fable of Merlrns rranſportation 
reland, 


of ic out of by witchcraft, is abſurd and ridiculous ; yea ſo far 
bach oblivion prevail'dgthic now we ace in doubr, not only what King, 
Prince, or General, but alſo what Nation it was, chat bequeathed us 
this Wonder for aLegacy. 


The conſideration of this, together with a certain deep reſencment 
of che misforrune of che Feunders of this prodigious Fabrique,whso in 
deſpite of ics greatneſs and durabilicy, ſeem urcerly loſt and forgocren, 
as if they had been encombed in the bowels of the deepeſt Ocean, or 
in the ſandy deſerrs of Areb:s : 28 ic hath often raiſed in me a kind of 
indignation againſt the enviouſneſs of Time, ( which hardly endures 
chat Creatures ſubje& co mortality in their Nature, ſhould be above 
it-in their ,and,in derifion of mans greareft works, ſomecimes 
brings che River Lerhe ro flow as well above ground, as below z) ſo 
did it enkindle in me an ardenc defire ro concribute my mite rowatd 
the reſearching,yho or whar thoſe Worthies were, that encruſted cheir 


remembrance 
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remembrance co this forgerfull Heap. And in compliance with this 
defire, _ the neceſſary im of my profeſſion bor. 
rewed ſome hours,for the reading of ſuch Authors, as well ancient, as 
modern, who have either lighely mentioned, or profeſledly created of 
this venerable piece of Antiquity, or ochers reſembling ic ; and equi- 
rably examined the reſpeRive probabilicy, or improbabiliry of their 
different opinions rouching irs Origine, by comparing them with the 
agrecableneſs, or _— leneſs chey hold co the parts and proprie- 
ries of che building ir ſelf,and withthe concurrence of Hiſtory, Time, 
Place and ocher circumſtances : I at lengrh believed, I was arrived, 
though not at perfect ſatisfa&ion,yer at reaſonable grounds for a Con- 
jure, that moſt probably ic was a Monument anciently erected by 
the Daves, at ſuch time as that warlike Nation uſurped the ſoveraign- 
ry of chis our ferril INand, After this, being further animaced by this 
medication ; that if ir be, as doubcleſs ic is, a kind of Inhumaniry and 
Sacrilege, to deſpoil the dead of none due co rhem, by alienating 
che memorials they Rudiouſly left behind chem, and cransferring the 
honour of cheir works upon ſtrangers, who have no better ticle there=. 
unto, than whart the miſtake, or flattery of after ages gave chem ; on 
che contrary, it muſt be a ſort of Piety to endeavour to reſtore the 
true oyners co the poſſeſſion of their Meries, by reviving the juſtice of 
cheir claim : I indulged my ſelf the liberty co conceive, the Candid 
and Ingenioas would take ir in good part, if by publiſhing the Rea- 
ſons chat induced me to be of that Opinion, I modeſtly made them al= 
ſo judges of ics probabiliry ; contenting my ſelf only with the fimpli- 
city and innocence of my deyoit, ſubmirring my colle&ions ro 
their wiſer examination. And chus you have the Occaſion, Morives, 
Def, ", and Equity of the following diſcourſe. As for the Method, 
Zrole of it ; you Will ſoon perceive the One to be ſomewhat con» 
fuſed, the Other alrogerher rude and unpoliſhed : ſo thar it cannot be. 
denied, bur I have in ſome ſort obſerved a decor#m with the Monu- 
ment I ſpeak of z the parrs thereof being now in great diſorder, and 
the ſtones alwayes unhewn, as they come from the Quarrie. Bur both 
being Natwral and nnaffeed, I hope yon will bear with their other 
defeas zeſpecially when you ſhall conſider, that in Arguments of this 
nature, cleemeſs of proofs, and authority of teſtimonies, and fairhful- 
neſs of quotations are much to be preferred before exaftneſs of Me- 
thod, and Elegancy of Phraſe. 
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You, perhaps, have not yet beheld chis Monument, or at leaſt not 
raken a ſurvey of ir in irs ſtarely ruines ; and, therefore, it behoverh 
me to prepare you the berter ro judge 6f irs Antiquity, and Deſign, 
by encercaining you in the firſt place with the ; 


Deſcription of Stone-heng, by Mr , Camden, 


& Abour fix miles from Salisbwry, northward ( ſaich He ) on Sal:s- 
&« bzry Plain, is to be ſeen a huge and monſtrous piece of work, ſuch 
6« 25 Cicero rermeth inſanans ſubſtruttio.em. For, within the circuir 
« of a ditch, there are ere&:d, in manner of a Crown, in three ranks 
&« or courles,. one within another, certain mighty and nnwrought 
© tones ; whereof ſome are twenty eight foot high, and- ſeven foor 
« broad : upon the heads of which others, like overthwarr pieces, do 
<« bear and reſt croſswiſe, with ſmall cenen's and morrteſcies, ſo as the 
& whole frame ſeemeth ro hang 3 whereof we call ic ST O NE- 
© HENG, like as our old Hiſtorians rermed ir, for the greatneſs, 
« Chorea Gigantum, the Giants Dance. 


"Then, to illuſtrate his deſcription, He ſubjoyns this Draught, or 
Figure, 


Where 


TILL 11 


—_—_ 11 = 


lin A—_— 


Place this Piecc in Folio 8, 
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Where 4. denoteth the Perpendicular tones, called Corſe- 
ſtones, weighing twelve Tunn, carrying in higher 
rwenty four Foot, in breadrh ſeven Foot, and in 
compaſs fixreen: and | 

B, the Overthwart ſtones,” called Cronets, of ſix or 
ſeven Tunn weighc, 


' Here in all likelihood, You will a little wonder, both by whar 
way Mr. Camden could attain to the weight of theſe ſo ponderous 
maſſgs, ſo as to be poſitive in the aſſignment of ic : and why, having 
firſt made the alcicude of rhe Ere&ed Rones, or Columns to be rwen- 
ry eight foot, he immediately,in che explication of his pourtrai,brings 


ir down to onely twenty four foor, Nor, indeed, can I eaſe you of 


thar wonder ; ocherwiſe than by referring the-former-ro. his. meer 
ConjeQure, and the ocher to his Forgecfulneſs, Bur this tranficory 
' remmarque is of as ſmall importance ea oar main ſcrutiny ;.as -His- de- 
fcription comes ſhore of that ſatisfaRion, which-is required to an-exaRt 
ſurvey of all parts of the wonder. Let us paſs, therefore, if your curi- 
olity and leiſure permit, tothe more ample 


Deſcription of Stone-heng, by Mr. Inigo Jones. 

Who being, and nor unworthily, called by fr, Web ( in his pre- 
face ro Mr. Fewer his:Bodk, enticuled — Reſtored) the Eng= 
liſh, Kitramy:sy and having, as Himſglf profeſlerh, in the 56. page of 
the (ame Book; Wichno licele pains, —_ meaſured the whole 
work, 8nd diligently ſearched che !Founddtions of it ſeems co pro- 
miſe us # more full account in all particulars,  ' * + + | 


- i $ This Anciquity ( faich-He) becapſe the- 4rchirraves are ſer upon 
« the heads of rhe tpright tones, and hang 48 ic were-in che/ airs is 
«t oenerally known by che-name of -Sromvhing. . . The whole works 
*©1n oeneral, being of a Circular form, is 110. foot diameter ; double 
« winged about, without a roof ; anciencly environed with a, deep 
««xrench, (ill appearig about chirty foot broad... So that .berwiic ie, 
« and the work 4t-(elfy a large and void ſpace- of ground being left; 
« jr had from the Plain three” open Entrances, the moſt conſpicuous 
« whereof lies North-caft, -At- each of which was raiſed, on rye out- 
&« gde- of the Trench aforeſaid , _ huge tones, Gate-wiſe ; a _— 

© Where- 
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«yheteunto,on the inſide, two orhers of leſs proportions. The Inner 
« part of che work, confiſting of an Exagonal figure, was raiſe}, by 
« due fymmerry, upon che baſes of four Equilateral Triangles, which 
« formzd che whole Scructure, Tins Inner parc likewiſe was double, 
« having wichin it alſo another Exagon' raiſed ; and all char part with- 
* in the Trench, fired upon a-commanding ground, eminent, and . 
<« higher by much chan-any of the-Phairr lying withour, and in the mid- 

«« deft thereof upon a foundation of hard Chalk, the work ic ſelf was 
« placed. Inſormach, char from whar part foever they catne unco ic, 


« chey roſe by an aſcending tall. 


<< Inthe itmoſt parr'iss Scone ing not much above rhe ſur-- 
. «© face of che Earrh, and lying cowards ch » four foot broad, and 
<« fzxreen in length. ich, whether an Atrar, or no, Fleavero the 
« judgment of others. ; 


« The Grear fivacs, which made- che Bncrinces fron the curfide 
G« of the Trench , are-ſeven foot broad, chree- ehick, and' ewenty. 


«c high. 


« Their Parallels, on che infide of the Trench, are four foot broad,. 
<« and chres thick gbuc ſo braken, cheir proportions In; lirglic cannoc 
« he exaRly meaſured. | 


'« The ftones, which make the Oyrward Circle, . carry in_ breadth 
<« ſeven foot, in thickneſs 3 and $, and in hight x5 and'$ : cach | 
<« ſtone having rwo Tenons morraiſed into the retry, 
< upor-chem, chroughour the whole circumference. For, theſe " 
« craves being joynted direAlyin rhe middle of each of the Perpendi- 

. © cular tones, that their weight mighe havean equal bearing ; and up-. 
& ox each fide of the joyht -# Tenon wrought ('as remams yer to 


« ſeen}: it thay poſitively be concluded thereby, che Archierave cori: 
— wa kv "his Ourard Citcte, Ys 
WI ff p4 


& The ſmaller tones of che Timer Circle are rwo foor and 2 in 
« breadth, 1. thick, and 6; high, Theſe had no Architrave upon them, 
« but were raiſed perpendicular, of # Pyramidal form, 


«« The Stones of the Greater Hexagon, 7; foot and Tu _— 
* r G 
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8 chree foot nine inches in thickneſs, and rwency foot in highe ; each 
« having one Tenon in che middle, | | 


< The tones of the Inner Hexagon, 2. foot 6. inches broad, 1. foor 
« and + thick, and eighe foot high ; in form Pyramidal, like thoſe. 
< of the Inner Circle- | 


&« The Archicrave lying round about upon the Perpendictlar flones 
&« of che Outward Circle, is three foor and 2 broad, two foor and 4 
*« high oc thick, h 


«© The Archicrave on the top of the great Rories of the Outward 
&« Hexagon, 16, foot long, 3. foot g. inches broad, 3. foor 4 inches 
« high. This Architrave continuing onely from ſtone co ſtone, left 
every two and two, a yoid ſpace,” free to the fir, "unco- 
« yered. 


&« After this Survey (and ſome other , that he fancied cor- 
« refpondent thereunto ) He obligeth his Readers with the whole 
&« work in ProſpeRive, as ir now lies in its ruines, repreſenting ir ſelf 
© to the eye thus. 


The' F igure. 


In which P. repreſents che manner of the Tenons, ofa round 
| form, morraiſed inco the Archicraye of the Our» 
ward Circk : and 


Q. the Tenons of the like form, in the middle of che 
ſtones of rhe Gremer Hexagon. 
Refle& 
wit 


ing upon theſe rwo Deſcripriony and —_—_— them co- 
perher wi 1 pert You'l find chem ar operv variance, — 
in ſo many; and ſo conſiderable particulars, char 'rwill be a hard 

for you. ro keep chem from mucually diſcrediritig each other. For 


( 1. ) Mr. Camden expreſly affirm's, He obſerved the Ranks, or 
Coutrſes, in which all the Stones were erected, tobe only Three, one 
wichin anorher ; and Afr, Fones as confideritly/ayonches, He found 
chem to be Foxy, LS ( 2.) The 
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- (2) The Former ſaith all choſe chree Courſes are Circular : the 
L ater ſaith, of his Four, two only are Circular, the other two Hex- 
agonal, 


| (3+) This gives you a punAual account of - Three open Emraxces, 
marked with rwo huge ſtones perpendicularly raiſed on the outſide. of 
che Trench, and other two of lefſer dimenſtons in like manner fired 
on the inſide, in poſition parallel : Thar is urcerly filenr concerning 
any ſuch matter , 3/ yea implicicly denies it, inthar hee delivered,.chat þ. 
all che tones obſerved che circumferences of their proper Circles. 


( 4.) Inlike manner, the One ſtumbles upon an Alrar-foxe ( for 
ſuch He conceived, and ſuch He would have us believe .ir co be, nor- 
wirhſtanding his ſeeming to leaye men-to the liberry- of their own 
judgment in thar point >) over Which the.Orher leaped cleerly, wich- 
our ſo much as ever rouching it. 


Ci r.' Camden aſſignes to the Perpendicular ones of the 
largeſt fize, rwenty four foot of Altitude : bur 247, Jeres will not al- | 
low them to exceed twenty foote pt | 


Behold, here, a notable Example of che diſcrepancy of Mens judge- 
ments, even in things eaſily determindble by the ſenſe | and how hard 
it is to diſcern truth with others #yes | Whar, then, ſhall we conclude 
on in the caſe > Upon whoſe relation may we, with greateſt ſecuriry 
ro our belief, depend ? If we compare the- Repwtations of. theſe two 
Authors z. we findchem equally high and venerable: the One being 
worthily efteem2d one of the principal Anriquaries, and moſt Learn-. 
ed men of histime z the Ocher as worthily reckoned among the moſt 
excellent Architefts this Nation ever bred, and a general Scholar, If 
we ballance cheir ſeveral Ab:/itzesreſpeRtive to-che marter in hand ; 
no great advantage of weighr appears on either fide : for if Mr. Jones 
were more converſant in Vitravime, and more exa@t in the Rules of 
Geometry 3 Mr. Camden was not ignorant of the Arr of Defigning 
taughr by the one,nor unacquainted with the uſe of the Orher,as is evi- 
dent from many paſſages in his immorral Writings. However, He 
was certainly skilfull enough in the common wayes of meaſuring and 
furveyingsnor to be miſtaken in the dimenſions and platform of Stone- 
heng. If we compute the Ts, in which they ſeverally rook their 
dranghrs of chis Wonder 3 che difference will be ſoſmall, as not to 

| | ſolve 
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ſolve the variouſneſs of chem *: for, they were Cont raries, and 
not above forry years, at molt, ſeem ro have inre berwixr rhe 
Wricing of one and che o:her, concerning this Argument. A-'ſmall 
ſpace of tithe co wear off four foor of hardeſt fone from che heads of 
the Perpendiculars or Columns ; eſpecially conſidering not fo much as 
an inch is diminiſhed from their ſides. And'much too ſhort a time, 
for ſo many new ſtones ro:grow up ing as Mr. Jones diſcovered more 
than the other perceived. Laſtly, as for their Veracity ; thar's a thing 
ſacred, admitting of neither diſpure, nor compariſon z and "were 
breach of Cnarity nor to be confident of this ; that both of chem had 
ſo great devotion and reverence toward the majeſty of Truth, as nei- 
ther would dare to off:nd her, by willingly deluding the preſent and 
fucure ages, wich counterfeit Cerrificates, or by 2dding or diminiſh- 
ing, where they prerend to exanels and fidelity. And yer notwith- 
ſanding, ſuch is cheir misforrune, and ourtrouble, we cannot give Cre- 
dit to both at once:rhat one harh miſtaken, is manifeſt ;rhar both were 
miſtiken, and abour the ſame parciculars, is improbable ; roderermine 
on which fide the Error lies, is difficulr, bur by a new ſurvey z and to 
reconcile them in all points, ſeems impoſſible, Wherefore, chough 
the clae of my ſlender Obſervations upon the place, be not ſtrong e» 
nough to conduR you our of this Eabyrinth : yer, I hope, my zeal to 
erurh mayexcuſe my pliinneſs and freedome, if I adyenture to affure 
you, thit having morethan once or twice delighted my ſelf wich view- 
ing this admirable Antiquity, and with all poſſible atrenriveneſs of 
mind contemplated the form, order, and parts of it ; I alwaies obſer- 
ved Mr. Camdens Draught tro come much neerer in reſemblance 
both roche work it ſelf, and co the idea thereof formed in my Imagi- 
nation out of irs ruines, than thar bequeathed to the world by Ar. 
Jones, though much more elaborate and artificial. Nevertheleſle, 
the Model I have conceived of the whole Fabrique in General, being 
nor caſt inthe mould of ArchireRonical Principles, 'nor adjuſted. by 
che. mwxims of Geometry ; but rude and fitnple, ſuch'as my Eyes deli- 
vered in to my brain : I chink it not worth the labour of Copying ; 
bur leave every min tothe liberty of fancying as he pleaſerh, when he 
hach ſufficiently gazed upon the Original. In the mean rime, let us 
proceed to our Capiral Enquiry, ho were the Authors of this ſlupen- 


* 


drows Building, thar doth ſo amaze and amuſe irs beholders.” 


What Scaliger witrily and truly ſaid, in one of his Exercitations, 
concerning the nature of Cplowrs ; viz that objelts moſs s[eer and vYy 
mre 


Cr 
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wifeſ# to the Stuſe, are often maſt full of difficulty and obſcurity when 
b ag hows to the nderſtayding * hojds true alſo of rhis Monumenc, 
Which 1s not more conſpicuous to the Eye, for its greatneſs and emi- 
nency, than dark tothe Mind, in reſpe& of its orginal and founda- 
tion, of which no certain remgins are to be found. 'Sorhat we are 
not more beholding to Time, for (uffering che Sceletex or Bones of 
this Gianc co Rand ſo long ; than injured by ir, in that ir ſa ſoon 
e xXtinguiſhc the fe, or fory of ir. 


For, firft, our molt ancient,' and moſt authentique Hiſtorians, who 
. commicted to .record the moſt memorable a&ions and traverſes of 
Forcune among the Britains -z and who may wich good reaſon be al- 
lowed to have been not much above one age pouger than Stone- 
heng it ſelf .: have paſſed ir over in ſilence, as a thing, either of whoſe 
Being they were wry es or of whoſe wn chey were 
utterly uncertain, So that from their Wricings, nothing can be dedu- 
ced toward our information, 


And then, as for ſuch ochers of our Country-men, ay well H;for:- 
ogr aphers, as Antiquaries, Who living ar leſs -or greater diſtance of 
time after the former, bave ereared expreſly of ic ; they deliver og 
ſo various and inconſiften; among themſelves,and ſeverally ſo embroy- 
led wich improbabilities and incongruities ; that they appear to have 
taken up their reſpeRive opinions exther from obſolere and darkſome 
traditions,or from ſlender and queſtionable authorities, or at beft from 
plauſible conjefures. So char from theſe Authors likewiſe, little is 
to be borrowed toward our decermination. However,it being my dury 
ro-preſume, you are not unwilling to hear theſe Opinions» what and 
whoſe rhey are ; I ſhall not decline the labour of colleRing and reci- 
citing them fincerely and: fairhfully : eſpecially for as much as may 
things are mell worthy. our Knowledge, that canner yet deſerve oy 
Belief ;, and even Filtions. ſometimes have accidentally given light to 
long obſcured verines. 


The Eldeft and moſt wigarly received Opinion, then, concerning 
the fir Foundation of Srone-heng, is, that 11 was erctted- by that ſo 
much renowned Brittiſp-roman ( tor, a Roman He was, mterna ex 
parte, by the Morhers fide ) Aurelius Ambrofius, 1» memory of thoſe 
four hundred and ſixty Noble Britains, 1n peaceable manner invitell to 
4 treat) of agcommudutinn, tobe bald ;n or neer the Town of Ambresbu- 


TY, 
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, by that bloody invader and lrader of the Saxons, Hengift ; and xpen « 
IC grven, moſt mn by him and his equal 
rnhuman confederates, upon the m=_ in which they were aſſembled. 
And the principal, if not che firf? Author of rhis report, was Geffery 
Monmouth (in hb, 6, Hiſtor.Britannic. ) © whom I remir you for a 
more full 'nartation 6f the manner how this perfidious Maſſacre was 
defipned andexecured, atid how che Monument of Stone-heng was 
ſet up, as a perpetutil Memorial of thoſe miny Worthies, who there 
_ a Civil Martyrdome, being ſacrificed in honour of their 

ounry. 


The Next ( neer of Kin ro the firſt; as co Time ;rthough e d:iamerro 
contrary, in all other reſpe&s Yis, That the ſame Aurelins Ambrofus 
being dtceaſed, his ſorrowfull ſubjetts, the Britans, to teſtifie to ſuccee- 
ding Ages how high an honour they had for the reliques of Him, under 
whoſe valiant Rs condutt, and by whoſe conrage-inſpiring 
Example, they had ſo often repulſed dad defeated their avage Enc- 
mes, raiſed this Magmficent Brntturs over the place of his ſepulture, 
as a muſt durable witneſs of his Heroical Virtues, and their own grate« 
fallpiety. And this conceit ſeems derived chiefly from Polydor Y:r- 
tf, who (i= bb 3.) relacing the paſſages of warr, . beryixr che Bri- 
8 - ; 
eans.and Saxons of thoſe times, exprefly affirms ir as a memorable 
cruch; in words of this ſenſe, - *© In m2moty of his archievements for 
« che liberry and good of his Counery, che Britans ſer up'a magnifi- 
« ceny-Sepulctire for their General, Ambrofims; made of grear ſquare 
<« flones, in form of a Crown ( obſerve here, how exattly Polydot's deſ-- 
« cr iption of the general Aſpelt of Stone-heng agrees with that of Mr. 
« Camden formerly mentioned) in that very place, where He was ſlain 
& in fight ; that che fortitude of ſo noble 4 Chieftain, might be neither 
<< forgotren among themſelves, nor lefr unremem co poſterity. 
« Which Monument is yet remaining in the Dioceſs of Salisbury, near 
& ro the Town called Amesbury, 


. A Third ConjeQure we meer with, which though of much younger 
date, doth yet prerend to be grounded upon at Accident of Warre 
ancient , that we have ſcarcely = records of the a&ions berwixc 
the Brirans and Romans in this 1{land, of certainry above ir ; and ir is, 
chat Stonechrng was built by the'old Britains as a Sepulchral Monn-- 
ment for their Magnanimous, bur unfortunate Queen, Bunduca or Bo- 
adicia, Dowager of Praſutagus, King of the Iceni 5; whownh alt a ; 
"primes 
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principal Nobility, and 4 numerons Army, was fatally overthroſhn in 
beret by that handfull of Romans, wnder the command of Suetonius 
Paulinus, thex Lrewtenant in Britanny. The Father of this more par- 
tial, than probable fancy, was the Tranſlator of Lneins Florns ( one 
Mr. Bolton, as I have been told by ſeveral Stacieners) and Author of 
that ingenious Book, entitaled Nero Ceſar, publiſhed no longer agoe, 
chan in the year 1624; who our of a certain exceſs of devotion tothe 
Fame of chat Briciſh Amazon ( as each Hiſtorian muſt have his par- 
ticular Heroz, or Heroine, whoſe virtues he delights to magnifie above 
all others ) willing to heighten her glories by all means poſſible ; and 
raking advantage of theſe words of Dron Caſſizs concerning her fune- 
ral rites, Britanni humavernnt Eans magnifice, the Britans inhumed 
her wich ſolemn and magnificent pomp : rather chan ſuffer hero wane 
a Toomdb proportionate to the grandure of her birth, ſoveraignty, and 
ſpiric, would needs be ſo courtly, as to beſtow that huge pile of ſtones 
upon hergto which the laws of Hiltory gave herno-right ac all, Burlec 
us hear with what fervor of Zeal, and freedom of vete, He conferrech 
this favour upen the Lady. -. * The Story of Bandsca, ſaith. He, { Ners 
« Ceſar p.1$2,8& 183.] than which neither our own noble Country, 
&« nor che whole globe of Earth, hath a rarer, was (o little underſtood 
«by Monmenth, as it doth not/appear at all, thar'ever the bare found 
£© thereof arrived withintvs hearing. But had the pretious volumes-of 
& the, Corne/ian Annals, and Do Cufſius, and Jobn Xiphiline (where 
« her Heroick deeds are upon record to all poſterity) been within the 
&« ſphear of his fadies ; not. Aurel Ambroſins, nor thoſe four hun» 
& dJred and threeſcore noblemen of Britain murdered in: YVort:gers 
«* Reign, ſhould perhaps have carried; away with him the faine of this 
« Merial wonder, 'but Her Magnanimous'ſelF. - Higher than-to. Her 
if 16 Books do reach; with any probability of a Perſorrmore capable of 
&« ſuch a Teſtimony, than ſhe ; andthe profound oblivion which <6- 
« vers che-Aurhor, andthe fieſt incerition of rearing them, where now 
<« they ſtill defie the weather, doth ſtyongly fortibe'tny ſuſpitien; che 
« the ſtones were conſecrated to the glory of Buzdaca, and of her 
<« Caprains flain ir her Quarrel,' ſa long time fince as Ners Cofars 
« dayes, mnch aboye fifteen hundred-years, &c, + | , 


Here, after the recital of theſe Three ſo different! Suppofitiatis; 1 
ſhould. immediately. have proceeded-to. che Examnation'ot them in 
order.: but Hr. [nga Jones havingsnet many years-paſt, with fiveular 
judgement,and. great pains, fully dereRed rhe pirticular wexknefſes bf 


each, 


— 


" 
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> each, and improbabllities of all; and my Genius being alwayes averſe 
© Tothedull and unprofirable drudgery of tranſcription z I think it ſuf- 

ficient, If I refer You to His elaborate diſcourſe upon the ſame ab- 
ruſe Argument, while I apply my ſ&lf co the ſerions conſideration of 
a Fowrth opinion, to which His fruicfull Imagination ſeems to have 
given birth, and His ampleskill in ArchiceRure, credir. 


Mr. Jones h& Optmon, then, of the Founders, Antiquity 
and Deſign of Stone-heng, is 


T hat it was a work of the ROMANS, built by them, when they flo- 

r1ſhed here in greateſt peace and proſperity , and happily betwixt the 

' r1mzes of Agricola's government, and the reign of Conſtantine the Great, 

about £560 years age; not as a Sepulchral Monument, but as a T em- 

ple, and particularly conſecrated to the imaginary Deity of Coelus, or 

Coelum, from whence their ſuperſtitions belief derived the original of 
all things, | 


The Grounds whereon He advanced, and Reaſoxs with which He 
endeavoured to ſupport this ſo new and ſtrange ſurmiſe ; being 
brought into order, and feiv words, are theſe that follow. 


Firſt, chat the Romans were, and no other Nation could be Foun- 
ders of Stone-heng, He arguerh from (1. che Magmſicence ; (2.) the 
Order ; (3) the Architettomcal Scheme z ( 4. ) che double Portico in 
che grearer Circle of Stones, and another: Port:co1n the Cell, or Hex» 
agon ; (5. ) che Marnner and Poſition of the Columns of the Building ; 
and ( 65 from the Roman Re/:ques frequently found neer the place. 


Secondly, that it was a T emeple, He would infer from (rt. ) the nter- 
wall, or ſpacious Court round abaur ; (2, ) the Cell, and its Porticoeg; 
( 3-) the Altar, and irs poſition Eaftward ; ( 4. ) the Mixt, or Com- 
pound Order ; ('5:)the 4ſpett of the whole Fabrique ; and (6.) from 
the Skls of Beafts digged up in the circumjacent ground, 


Thirdly, that this —_— imagined Temple was conſecrated 


in particular to the God, Coelws ; He concluderh from (1.) the S;tw- 
ation ; ( 2: ) che Aſpelt Hypethros :( 3) the Manner, or Forms ; (4) 
the Order ;( 5.) the Decorwm of the (truQure ; ( 6.) the Cy 
"WF. oure : 
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| n= of the ſtones ; and (7.) from the K:nds of Beaſts cuſtomarily 
oftered in{acrifice to that Deity. And this is the Summary of all thoſe 
iculars, from whoſe concurrence hints He ſeems to have deduced 
is Invention, | 

An Invention exceegingly fine and ſubcle,T confeſs z ſavouring of a 
pregnant Wir, and no ſmall Learning, eſpecially in the myſteries of 
ancient AtchireRure in uſe among the Komaars ; and therefore much 
applauded by ſome of more than vulgar judgment : yer not ſo firmly 
"founded, as to be i ble ; nor ſocloſely compacted in all its 
res, as to keep our all weather of Contradiion, Wherefore though 
it be far From my deſign to batrer and demoliſh ir ( for, incrath, ic de- 
ſervesrofland, though meerly for the pleaſantneſs : ) yer my devotion 
totruth, and the intereſt of my preſent diſquifition concur to excuſe 
my boldneſs, if having brought you co ir, I adventure to ſhew you the 
ſeveral Flaws, chinks, and defedts diſcoverable therein ; leaving it at 
laft to your own judgment, whether ic be firong enough ro ſecure any 

mans belief, tha ſhall ſer up his reſt in ir, 


Let us, therefore, begin at the Firſt Partition, 9:2, That Stone-heng 
was apeiceof Roman Archuetture ; and carefully view the trengrh of 
thoſe Reaſons alleged to prove it ſo to be. | 


( Firſt,) As for the Magmficence thereof ; what Ar:ftorle (4. Erh. 
cap. 2.) terms Mt yoarowetmewt,the Latines Magnificentia & Majeſtas, 
doth not conhilt alone in the Magnitude or Maſlineſs of either the Ma- 
rerials of a Building, or the whole Pile ( for, then thoſe huge Rones 
lying one upon anothet, call'd #/ringchees, in Cornwall, would be a 

ificent ftruQure ) : bur in an artificial Decorum, or agreeable 
pulchricude conjoyned with greatneſs of bulk, Which two Quali- 
ties meeting ©ogerher in any Fabrique, cauſe ir co preſent ir ſelf to the 
eye witha certain twofold gracefulneſs or majeſty, that inftantly rai- 
ſetha kind of ReſpeR, and where it is rare and excellent, a kind of 
deliehefull Wonder alſo in the beholders. So that we uſe not to call 
Grear things, Majeſtical, in reſpe& of their large dimenſions alone : 
nor Little things, Magnificent, notwithſtanding their Elegancy. And 
this I conceive to be the adzquate notion of Afognificence among :I! 
Archireas. Now, according to this notion, though the ſtones of 
Stone-heng be, indeed, extraordinarily big and ponderous ; yer for- 
aſmuch as they are rudegrovgh, craggy, and difform among my" 
an 
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and defticute of any great Art or Elegancy in their general diſpoſition 
and confiruQion ; I perceive my ſelf er no conſtraint or yn 
of apprehending ir as a Magnificent building, at leaſt in ſo high a de- 
eree, as Mr, Jones would have us believe, when He affirms, ther be- 
twixt Rome and our Iſland, there is no Monument, in which the Ro« 
man Magnificence is mare conſpicuons, than in this, If by Magnifi- 
cence He meant Magnum apparatums, the difficulty of the Means, 
rengrh of Engines, multitude of hinds, length of time, &c. necefſari- 
ly made uſe of in bringing together, and raifing ſo many and ſo large 

ones ; then doth his Inference fall co the ground : chere being many 
antique Monuments yet remaining, ſome1n Exgland, others in Scot= 
land, others again in Denmark and Norway ; which conſiſting of the 
like miterials, and thoſe perhaps further fetchr roo, could nor bit re- 
quire like ſtrength, labour, and arr to their ereRion, and yer the Ko- 
»1ans had no hand in ſetting up eicher of them ; as ſhall be made ap- 
pear, when the thread of my diſcourſe hath brought me to'mention 
chem more opportunely, Furrhermore, what judicious Eye, that hath 
once beheld rhe remiins of Dzocletias*s Barhs, Nero's Palace, Mar- 
cells his Theatre, YVeſpaſians Temple of Peace, the great C:rque, or 
other the monſtrous buildings of the Romans in Italy ; can afterward 
fancy any ſuch thing as Roman Magnificence in this formleſs Uniform 
Heap of maſly ſtones at Srone-hewg ? there being as lictle of propor- 
rion or reſemblance berwixr this and thoſe, as betwixt Sr. Pancrace 
Church, and St. Pals; or as berwixt a Welſh monraineers cotrage, 
and the Royal Palace of Hampton Conrt, Nor am Ialone of this 
judgment ; for the 4#thoy of the life of Nero Ceſar, formerly cired, 
apprehended ſolictle of Magnificence in the ching, that fromthe very 
Rudene ſs thereof He concludes ir (though erroneouſly) ro have been a 
work of the Britains, 


( Secondly, ) As for the Order, which Mr. Fones affirms to be the 
Tuſcan ; that you may the more cleerly diſcern, whether any ſuch ching 
was obſerved by the Builders of Stoxe-heng, in that work, or nor, it i: 
needfull for me to pug you in mind at leaſt, What that Tuſcan Orde! 
is, what Conditions it hath that are Common to the other orders alſo , 
and whar diftin& Proprieties. The Ancient Roman ArchiceRs ge- 
nerally divided their firucures # parretes continues, & intermiſſes , 
into /xtire or Continued walls, and Intermiſſions made by Columns or 
Pillars. Of theſe Columns they had, partly from the Grec: ans, partly 
of their own invention, Five differenc Kinds, or ſorts ; which reckoned 

D 2 acoording 
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according to their reſpeRive dignity and perfeRtion, are the Twſcas , 
Doric, Tonic, Corimthian, and Compound, or ( as it is commonly na- 
med ) /tatic, The T*ſcan ( which alone relates co-our preſent buſi- 
nels )eſt plana, maſſiva, ſeu ruſtica columna, ſim:1us robuſto alicui & 
bene artwato Ywricole, wiliter amitto, is a plain, maſſive, or ruſtical 
Column , carrying ſome reſemblance co a ſtrong and well-limbed 
Country-man, meanly clad ; as Fitruwvixs (116. 4. cap. 1.) not unficly 
deſcribes ir. _The Conditions common to this Pillar with the reſt, are 
principally Three, according to Sr. H. Wortexs enumeration of chem, 
3, prima parte Elementorum Archuetture, for the Excellency thereof 
tranſlated into Latin by John de Laet. Firſt, hz Þ.llars of all che Or- 
ders are Rotwnde figure, of a Round figure. For, though ſome con» 
- ceive the Column Arricarges, of which YVitrwvims ſpeiks (11b, 3. cap. 
3.) was Square ; yet was itlookt upon as irregular, and never admit- 
red into the orders, but among other extravagant inventions, condeme 
ned by Him. Secondly, Omnes diminuuntur & contrahunt ur 1nſenſs- 
biliter, plus aut mints, ſecundum proportionens ſue altitud:inis ab tertia 
parte' ſcaps ſui ſurſum, All are Contracted or leſſened inſenſibly, 
more or leſs, according tothe proportion of their.alcirude, from the 
third part of their Scape, 0:-lower part, upward. Which Gm1/:e/ms, 
Philander, (one of the belt Interpreters of YV:itruvias,) from the exact 
dimenſions of ſundry antique Remains ſurvey'd by Yimſelf, preſcribes 
tanquam venuſti ſſimam 41 minutionen, 25 the molt com2ly and graces 
Full diminution ; and moſt reſembling the Taper growch of Pine- 
trees, from whoſe pattern the Figure of all Columns was firſt caken, 
Thirdly, Omnes ſus habent Stylobat as, altitudine tertie partis totires 
Columne, comprehenſa baſi & capitulo ; Alt have their Pedeſtals, of 
che hight of the rhe third part of the whole Column, from the baſe ro 
the head, The Prepreeties of the Txſcan order (to omir others cf 
l:fſe imporrance ) confiſt principally in eworhings, v:z., the Propor- 
tion of the Longicude of the Pillar ir ſelf, and the nterco/nmminm, or 
diſtance berwixt Pil{ar and Pillar, The Hrght, or Length of the Pil- 
lar ought to be Sex diametrorum craſſiſſime partis inferierts ipſins ſcan 
;, fix Diamerers of its thickneſs in che biggeſt parc a little above the 
Cr, For Vitruvins ( lib, 3, cap. 1.) accounts the lengrh of a 
Mans foot to be the fixt part of his whole body, in ordinary dimenſie 
on : and Man,accordingto Protagoras, is To TOV &Talov xonud- 
Toy METPIY ; of all exatt Symmetry the Prototype, or firſt Exemplar, 
And the [ztercolnmninm, of Intervall berwixt the Pillars, is require 
to be circiter quatwor 111 dram:trorum, of about four Diamerere, 
: Now 
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Now, theſe Qualifications of the T»ſcar order being thus ſer down 5 
on one fide of the parallel : ler us turn-our Eyes upon Stone-heng and 
ſee what Analogy 1s to be found cherein, ro make up the other. ( 1.) 
At Stone-heng, very few, or none at all of the Upright tones, or Co- 
lumns are Kownd, nonor in any degree related to that figure ; bur 
broad and flat, and mofily reſembling Parallelipipeds, rather than 
Cylinders ; as the eye witnefſerh. So that here is a manifeſt inconfor- 
miry to the Figure ___ indifferently in all che five orders. ( 2. ) 
Their Contrattion, or Leſſening upward 1s not Uniform, bur rudely 
various, in ſome greater, in others leſs, in none inſenfible, in all irre- 
oular : ſoas therein likewiſe they want the due proportion of Dimi- 
nution common co all genuinely figured Columns. ( 3. ) They have 
no Pedeſtals ar all, being ſer in che ground ; which is a third incongru- 
icy. (4-) The Perpendiculars of the Greater Circle are, according ro 
Ar. Joxes his meaſure, in akirude 15, foot and +, in depth 3, foer, 
and in breadch ſeven foor. Where then is co be found the proportion of 
Longitude to fix Diameters of che thickeſt parc of the Column ? 
( 5.) Their /ztervalls, or middle ſpaces ſeem ro be about nine foor, 
For, Mr. Jones himſelf compures the l:ngrh of each Ep:/t1/:nm, or 
Architrave, continued in round from Column ro Column, to be pre- 
ciſely 16. foot 3 and there muſt be half the breadth of che Column, ar 
exch end, allowed for the meering of the two Architraves in the mid- 
dle, if not for the more firm bearing of their weight : ſo that mea- 
ſuring the diſtance of che ſupporrers, by che remaining parr of the Ar- 
chitravz, it will be nine foot. Which agrees nor with the /ntercolnms» 
mum of Tuſcan Pillars. Toconclude this prragraph, therefore ; ei- 
ther the Conditions of the T#ſcan Order here reciced, are not accord- 
ing to the rules of ArchireQure taught by YV:irruvime, and his excellent 
Interpreter, 'Sr. H. Worton : or Mr, Jones was miſtaken, when He 
conceived the Ocder of Stone-heng to be Tuſcan, 

( Thirdly, ) As for the Architeftonical Scheme, in uſe among the 
Romans, con/ifting of four Equilateral Triangles 1nſcribed itn a 
Circle, by which He thought the whole work of Srone-heng deſigned and 
formed ; it is much - imagined, than demonſtrated ro be really 
therein. - For( 1. ) that Rule of YVitrwvixs (lib. 5. cap. 6.) to which 
He referrs us for certification ; if you take it intire, and not the later 
half only, as He cunningly did, runs thns, Tpſims arte Theatri con- 
formato fic oft fatienda, ut quam AGRA furnra eff pertmetros 1:1, 
centro n:edio collocato circumagatir-linea rotwndat ionrs 3 1n eanue qua= 
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twor ſcribantur trigona paribus lateribus & intervallis, qua extremans 
lineam circinationis tangant, quibus Aſtrologi, ex muſica comvemen- 
tia aftrorum, ratiocinantur. By the very firſt words whereof it is 
moſt manifeſt, che Rule ir ſelf concerns che defignation, not of a 
round Temple, bur of a Theatre ; and the Context of the whole Chap- 
cer following declares it to have been invented for a threefold uſe , 
namely che moſt advantageous diſpolition of the Proſceninm, Scena, 
and Orcheſtra ; the equal diffuſion of the voyces of the Singers and 
ARors ; and the convenient ordering of Seats for the SpeRators, Bur, 
what's this to fr. Jones his conceipt of a Temple ; and ſuch a one tooy 
as muſt bear the Aſpe& p—_—_— foue ſnb divo, 1, e, operrat top ? 
However, conceiving this Text might ſerve his turn, and the great 
name of Yiiruvims give ſome authority to his Phancy, chat otherwiſe 
would hardly paſs among judicious men ; he induſtriouſly uſurped the 
quorarior of it, by perverring the genuine ſenſe to a wrong purpoſe 5 
and co the end his Readers might be che longer in finding out che 
fraud, arcificially omicting the cication of the particular Chapter, he 
leaves them to.a redious reſearch through che whole Book ; a labour ſo 
great, the patience of moſt, chough Learned, would not exrend to the 
enduring of it, upon ſoſlender an occaſion. ( 2.) The Queſtion is, 
nor whether this kind of Archire&onical Scheme were anciencly uſed 
by the Komar:, in ſome of their publick Edifices ; but whether Stones 
_ was formed according to ſuch a Scheme, or not ? Mr. Jores, in- 
» hach expreſly affirmed ic : but, how hath he made ic appear ? 
Thar be bach drawn four Equilateral and Equidiſtant Triangles with- 
in the circumference of the Greater Circle of tones, ſo as all che-An- 
glesare terminated in the circular line, is not ſufficient to prove it. : 
foraſmuch as every Novice in Geometry underſtands how to inſcribe 
not onely 4. bur 4oo. and many more ſuch Triangles, in the are of a 
Circle much leſs in diameter, than that he deſcribes. Nor is ir ſuffi= 
cient, thar he cell's us, the interſeftion of the ſeveral Triangles fully 
dimonſtrateth after what manner the Greater Hexagon, = open at 
Stone-heng, was raiſed from the ſolid wall exviromng the Cell of the 
' Peripheros : becauſe our ſenſe affures us, there are no foor-ſteps or 
remains of any ſuch ſolid wall of a circular form, raiſed where the in- 
cerſeRions of the Triangles are ſuppoſed to be made ; and becauſe we 
have no evidence, but his ſingle word, that there is any Hexagos at all 
inthe work ; whereas, neither Mr. Camden, nor the Author of Nero 
Ceſar, nor My ſelf, nor any other (for ought I could ever learn, and 
yet have -enquired of many Gentlemen who had carefully ſurvey*d 


the 
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the Antiquity, and were well able to diſcern a Hexagon from a Cir. 
cle ) conld ever perceive any ſuch magcer, Again, h he ſpeaks of 
Three Emtrances leading into the T emople of Stone-heng from the Plarng 
and thoſe- likewiſe comparated by an Equilateral Triengle : yer is it 
manife(t even from his own Dranghts of che work, and itsP 

that all th2 Perpendiculars orColumns of the Outward Circte are equi- 
diftanc each from other z and if ſo, where are thoſe Three Entrances? 
or how ſhould we diſtinguiſh them from the other incercolumniary, or 
yoid ſpaces ? All which confidered, there remains ( as T _— rye 
upon any mans belief, chat Srone-heng was a Roman Structure, m 
reſpe& of the Scheme, by which ic was defigned and compoſed. 


( Fourthly,) As for the Double Portico reported to be in the owt« 
ward Circle, and another within the Greater Hexagon, formed after 
the Roman faſhion in ſtruttures of great Magmificence : that you may 
be the betrer able co judge, whether He were in che righr, yea or no ; 
give me leave to acquaint You, what a Portico properlyis, what che 
Roman ArchireAs called a Dowble Portico, and wha Afr. Fones ter- 
meth Porticoes in this place. YVierwuim ( lib, 5.cap.g) ( down 

ecepts for the conſtruction of Portzcoes belonging to a res 
bovine his diſcourſe thus, Poſt ſcenams Porticus ſunt conſtituende, uts 
cum imbres repente ludos interpellaverint, habeat popmlusy quo ſe reci= 
prat ex theatro : *Behind the Scene are to be made Porricoes, to the 
<« endche people may have whicher to withdraw chemſelves out of the 
« Theatre, when ſuddain (howrs diſturb cheir ſports. And Philander 
commenting upon theſe wards, ſ:ith chus ; Port1cxs addite ſunt ſacrts 
edibus, illuſtrium virorum domibue, & publicts edificits, neceſſitatis, 
ant ornam?nti,anmve canſſa ; ſub ei repent inas pluvias vitabant, ung« 
br as ac frigora captabant, variis ſermombus diens conſumebant, a me- 
ridie ſolem hyeme, a ſeptentrione eſtivas umbras exciprentes : © To 
&« ſacred buildings, to the houſes of great perſonages, and co publique 
&« zdifices are added Porches, for neceſſity, or ornament, or delight z 
*© under chem they ſheltred themſelves from ſuddain rains, they r8- 
«tired for ſhade and coolneſs, and talked away the day ; feceiving 
«Sunſhine from che ſourh in winter, and in ſummer ſhadow fromthe 
©« north. Fromwhence ir is moſt cleer, moſt certain,thar all Porricoes 
are additional ftruAures, wherein men may be -prote&ed from Train 
and ſun ; ſuch as the memorable Porricoes of Apollo Palatinnu, of Aue 
guſtus in campo Martro, of the Pantheon, of Antomwnus Pius, of the 


© Capito{ on the fide of che Capirolixe hill, mn Rome, Of theſe _— 
ome 
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ſome are made wirh parietibus continwis, ſolid walls on one (ide, and 
Pillars on-the ocher ; as in all Pex:/t5/1a, or paved walks encloſed wich 
Columns, ſuch as the coftly Palace of-#rb:n at Rome is adorned with, 
ſuch as the Cloyfters in Monaſteries , ſuch as the walks under the O/d. 
Exchange, and thoſe commonly called the P:azz.aes of Covent-Gar- 
den, Others confift of ſolid walls on both fides, with rowes of Pillars 
ſer at diſtance from.che walls ; of which ſort we have a glorious exam- 
ple in the Portico at the weſt end of Sr. Panls Church, in defigning 
and raifing of which Ar. Jones himſelf was principal Archice&t, Bur 
all are Tette, Roofed or: covered at top ; otherwiſe how ſhould they 
ſarisfie the uſe or end for which they were intended, namely to ſhelcer 
men from exceſſive hear in ſummer, and from wet weather in all ſea- 
. ſons of the year ? As for Dowble Porticoes, they are no wayes different 
from ſingle on3s,except in this only, that they have a double order or 
range of Columns. For, Ph:lander interpreting theſe words of Y;- 
trwvins( loco citato) circa theatra ſunt Porticus & ambulationes, que 
widentur ita gportere collocari, uti duplices ſint, habeanque exteriores 
columnas Doricas, cum Epiſtyluus & ornamentis, ex ratione modula- 
tionis Dorice perfeltas ; exprefly-ſaith, Porticus Duplices appellate 
ſunt a duplici columnarum ordine, Porches are termed Double, from 
the double order of Pillars,of which they are compoſed. > And theſe, 
doubtleſs, are the adzquate notions of Porticoes, both fimple, and 
double + and wharevery man underſtands, when he hears them ſpoken 
of. Bur what Afr. Jones intendeth by Porticoes in Stone-heng ; is 
difficulc ro be conceived from his own diſcourſe ; and more difficulr 
to be found in the work it ſelf : ſo that we are confined to the liberty - 
of conjeuring. By the double Portico, therefore, in che ourwar 
Circle or wing of ones 3 He means eicher the double row of Pillars 
ſer in round, .of whichche inner confiſterh of ſmaller ſtones, ſuch as he 
compares to Pillafters: or the ſpace berween each two Columns, with 
an Architrave over head, If the firft ; then ic may be demanded, 
why che inner- order of Columns are not equal in alrirude to the out- 
ward, as-they oughe to have been by YVitruviz direions, and as they 
alwayes were it> Roman double Porricoes ? and why is one order co- 
vered with Archirraves, the other not ? If the other y it may be ob- 
jeQed, the Portico then can be bur fingle,contrary to what it is ſuppo- 
ſed to be. The ſame may be ſajzd likewiſe of the other Porrico imagined 
in the Grearer Hexagon-- But, whatever parr of the Fabrique He fan- 
cied to be a Portico ; thus much is evident, that ic will not afford de- 
fence againſt che injuries of immoderate heat or :rain; and —_ 
eryes 
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deſerves not that Title, in RriQnels of ſpeech. And it ſeems, He thar 
rook the liberty ſo to call it, was pur co a hard ſhifr co blanch over che 
\ ſingularity of his conceipr : For, ſtriving co aflert it, tobe cuſtomary 
| among the old Roman Archicets, to form the like Porticoes in their 
{ Temples, and more particularly in ſuch DU z 4s properly be- 
longed co the Aſpe& Hyperhros; or were Roofleſs ; rather than wanc 
che Patronage of YVitrawvies in the caſe, he was forced co deprave the 
! Text he alleged toward his defence. The words there lying in chis 
\ order, ( lib. 3+ cap:1, ſub fixem) Reliqua omnia eadem habent que 
) Dypteros , ſed interiore parte columnas in altitudine duplices , remotas 
a parretibus ad ciremtionens ( ut porticus) Periſtyliorum : not as He 
(pag-70. )unfaithfully recices them,thus (obſerve I pray) Hypethros in 
iAteriore parte habet columnas remotas 4 parietibns , ad circuitionens © 
| ( ut porticus ) Periſtyliorum ; adding and omitting what he thought 
fir. A courſe highly difingenious, and in the end as highly ſcandalous, 
For, whoſo uſurps the licence of falfifying the Text of any Author , 
much more of one ſo grave and oraculous, as Y:trwvixs, whatever ad- 
vantage he imagines may ariſe from thence to his private opinion, in 
caſe the impoſture be not dereRed : certainly ic cannot countervail 
chat ſhame and diſTredic that inevitably follows , when the judicious 
and examining Reader ſhall come, by having recourſe to the Ori- 
zinal, ro find how groſly he might hav2been deluded , had he truſted 
'o the Quotation, And he that makes ns ſcruple toimpoſe an error, by 
orrupting another's Dottrine , forfeits the credit he expetts to his 
own, and 15 almays to be ſuſpeited of partiality to his Tenents, eſpeci= 
ally where he broacheth Novelties, and venteth them upon no other 
Reputation , but that of his ſingle teſtimony, Ic is bur jultice , there- 
ore , if meeting with nothing in our Antiquity , that anſwers to any 
= of Porticoes, which, as Appendages cotheir Temples , were 
intiencly erected by the Romans , and deſcribed by YVitrwvixs 3 nor 
aving any other obligation rogrant the being of any Portico there , 
ſides Mr. Jones his bare conje&ure , and that upon grounds obſcure 
nd fallible : I ſay, ic is but juſtice if we ſuſpeR , that He onely ima- 
2in'dchem to be ſuch, 


(5) As forthe Artifice 5 or Manner of Workmanſhip (hewn in 
Stone-heng , by which you are connderſtand onely the placing of the 
Upright Scones, anſwerable to Columns ; moſt true ir is, indeed, the 
old Komans uſed to ſer the Columns of publiqus Fabriques, - at ſo 
much the leſs diſtance one from another , by how much Oe the 

olumns 
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Columns were'in Diamerer , naming that particular kind of range, 
Pycnoſtylos, i.e, Crebris Columnis', the cloſe order, from'rhe cloſe 
.of thick Rtanding of the Pillars. Nor is it leſs true , thar in our Mo- 
nument; the Perpendiculars , though extraordinary great in compaſs , 
have their intercolumnary ſpaces little in compariſon ; becauſe of the 
weight of the incumbent Archicrave, which might otherwiſe break of 
41t ſelf.-- And yer nevertheleſs T rchink it ſcarce warrantable thence co 
conclude, thoſe Perpendiculars were ere&ed by a Koman Arcift, For, 
if you conſult Vierwwims ( 11b. 3. + 2. ) abour the true proportions 
of the Cloſe order ; you may ſoon be informed by him in theſe few 
words : Pycnoftylos eſt | cujur mtercolummno unins & dimidiate co- 
lumne craſſirudo interpont poteſt; * The Pycnoſtyles is thar, where the 
© Intercolumnium, or Intervall, is equal to the thickneſs, and half che 
6 thickneſs of che Column ic ſelf. To whom Berna/dinus Baldns 
fully aſſents, in his explanation of the word Pycnoſtylos, ( Lexic, Vi- 
truvian, pag. 96.) where he ſaith; Inde ſpecres ſta nomen adepta oft, 
quod intercalummum ſit moduli unins tantum cuns dimidio. Then 
if you eftimate the intervall from Perpendicular to Perpendicular , in 
the great Round of Sroxe-heng , by the length of che Archicrave be- 
ewixt its two Supporters, accordingro my manner of computation 
formerly given, you will find it to be abont g foot, and ſo inconform 
tothe Rule of the Cloſe order, After, perchance, you may give ear 
ro my conjefure , Thar the Puilder had reſpe& chiefly to the lengrh 
of the overrhwart Crones, placing the Supporters accordingly , with= 
our any other con(ideration or precept of Arr, rather of Neceſſity, 
than Choice : and that if he could have been furniſhed wich Stones 
fic for Archicraves, of larger dimenſions in length and depth, (orher- 
wiſe rhey could not have born cheir own gravity) in all likelihood he 
had proportionably enlarged che ſpaces of the Columns ; it being evi- 
denr , he made uſe of the greate(t Stones he could get , of both ſorts. 
But this is nor marerial ; ic being ſufficient, thir che Rule of the Pyc- 
»oſhlos was not exaQly followed inthe poficion of rhe Columns at 
Stone-heng ; and conſequently , thar the Manner is not Roman, as 
Mr, Jones would perſwade. 


(6) Asfor the manner of fixing the Architraves upon the head of 
the Perpendicalars by Tenons and Morteſet ; that likewiſe ſeems bur 
an uncerrain fign of Roxpar Maſonry. For, thoſe Archicraves being 
to be placed # ef guilibrio, ſoas the point of Reſt ar each end ought 
'to.be there , where che weight was found. equal on each fide : all the 
Workman 
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Workman had rodo coward their continuance in char poſture, was; to 
contrive ſorofalten chem , as char no force of wind'or tempeſt, nor 
any other ( unleſs extreme) violence, by diminifhing the gravity on 
one fide , might incline or ſway them co fink down' on the other ; 
which could not otherwiſe be effe&ed , bur by corroborating the 
e/£quil:brinums byTenons made in cheSupporrers,and lerinto heles or 
Morreſes in the Archicrave, no kind of Morter or Cement being 
Rrong enough for that purpoſe. Andthus much common reaſon 
might reach che Maſons, without any great skill in Geometry, or hav- 
ing recourſe to either che Rules or Parrerns of Roman ArchiteAure. 
Which, perhaps, was the cauſe why /:tr#v:s:s ſpake ſo little of this 
wayof confirming gre:t (tones in buildings, as taking ir for granted'; 
the contrivement was ſo plain and obvious to men, even of bur cont» 
mon underſtinding , as that it was needleſs for him coinfit upon any 
Precepts concerning it : For, all I can meer with in his whole Vo- 
lum2, relating thereunto, is onely a flight, tranſitory , and obſcure 
couch, ( /ib. 2. cap. $. ) which is this, Qued fi. guts noluerit in 1d 
vitinm incidere, medio cavo ſeruato ſecundum Orthoſtratas intrinſes - 
cur, ex rubro ſax9 quadrato, ant exteſta, ant filicibus ordinarns , 
ſtruat bipedales parietes , & cums anſrs ferreis , & plumbo frontes 
vintte ſint : ita enum n0n acervatins , ſed ordine ſtruttun opus poterit 
eſſe ſine vitio ſempiternum,quod cubilia & coagmenta eoruns inter ſe ſt= 
dentia,c+ juntturis all:gata non protrudent opns,ne 4,Orthoſtratas inter 
ſe religatos labt patiemtur.F:om whence nevercheleſs lictle can be col- 
leQes rhac is capable of application ro the manner of banding tones 
rogerh2r in our Antiquity: all char is, we muſt be beholding ro the indu» 
ſry of Philander for , who, afrer his interpreration of thz word Or 
thiſtrate , which ſ12nifies upright Props , ſuch as the Italians rerm 
Speron, Philaſtri comtraforts , addeth , Inciduntur in his canales, in 
92s, veluts in famnas, alind-quidpiam, ceu maſculum , ineat roms 
mittatur 9,: cujuſmds. ſunt, quas noſtri Morteſias, quaſs Mordeſias 
a murdendo, vocant ; commu ſſure ſcilicet genus , cuns perpet #0 canals 
induntur , inſerunturve tabuls , aut quippiam ſimule, Beſides 
though M* Joxes alleged the authotity of Leo Bapt:ſfa Albertws , the - 
Florentine, £0 prove, thatiin mighcy Stru&ures, where the ſtones were 
of extraordinary greatneſs the Romadrs uſed co lay chem without any 
unQuous incorporating Matter berween : yet he neicher hath*, nor 
could bring under the hand of any Aurhor a Cerrificate, thit no other 
Ni:tion did the like before, or until afrer che Romans had , by Cone ' 
queſt, or Commerce, civiliz'd them. 2 rnerefor e z 1-Was _ y 
2 Wwoar 
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what boldly done of him , to infer that Sroe-heng was 2a Rowas 
AruQure , becauſe the Architraves were compaRed to their Suppor- 
rers by Tenons and Morreſes : when the Eximples of the like way of 
Holdfaſts for hugz tones , among other Nutions , ( ſome of Which 
were at that time barbarous ) are infinite, and ſtand in the rozd-way 
of every man's obſervation. 


(7 And laftly ) As for the frequercy of Roman Relicks in Wilt- 
ſires ſuch as Camps, Fortrefſes, Trenches, ana the like, ſome of 
which are even to this day diſcernable, ar leaſt by cheir prints or foots 
Keps, in places not far. from Srome+heng ; I (hill willingly allow thus 
much, char conjoyned with Hiſtory, they may be good reſtimonies of 
the lodging of Roman Armies in thoſe plices, and of cheir milicary 
rraverſes , during cheir Wir with the Britans ; yet, ſeeing they carry 
no faceof fimilitude, nor ſhew of relation r ,our Antiquity, the Laws 
of Logick will juſtifie my warineſs and unbelief, if I doubt chem ro be 
ſo much as probable Arguments of the Romans being Authors alſo of 
that Work. 


Having thus, thread afrer thre1d, unravell'd M* Jones his long Web 
of Reaſons, which he thought ſo cloſely and arrificially woven , asto 
* be ſtrong enoughto bind his Readers to a belief of his Opinion , chart 
Stone-heng was a Roman Struture :' give me leave to add an Argu- 
ment or ewo of mine own, of ſo much weight , as would have alone 


been ſufficientto break aſunder his whole contexrure, had I not weak- 
ned ir ar all. | 


Mr. Camden, in the cloſe of his Diſcourſe concerning Stoxe- 
beng , makes report of a certain Table , or plate of Metall, as ir had 
been Tin and Lead commixr, found in or by the Monument, in che 
time of King Hewry the viij. whereon were engraven many Letcers , 
bur in ſo range a CharaQer, that neicher Sir Thomas Elr , nor 
Mr. L:lly Sehoolmaſter of Sc, Pauls, could tell whac ro make of ic ; 
and ſo took no care to preſerve ir. Now certain it is, this Inſcription 
was not left by che Romans, who generally wrote all their Memorials 
in cheir own Language , whoſe Chara&er hath long our-laſted their 
Empire , continuing the ſame in all Ages ; as appears even by their 
Coins of greateſt Antiquity, andall their Monumenral Epi hs , of 
which Camden hath colle&ed a grear number, ſuch as have found 
. In England, and Grmterns a large volume of others , diſpers'd — 
onely 


onely through /raly, bur all parts of the Earth, where ever the Xoman 
Faglz pearch'd; Nor doth it appear to have been either Greek, or 
Hebrew, or Britiſh, or Saxon ; becauſeall cheſe Linguages, and cheir 
ſeveral Charaters, were well known to Sir Thomas Eliot and 
Mr, Lilly, who were excellent Linguifls, and: good Anriquaries , as 
the yer living Fame of one, and Writings of the other teſtihe. Ir re- 
mains, therefore , thac theſe were Barbarexs CharaRters : and ifſo, 
what hinders , but thit we may gueſs them to be Littere Ranice , 
ſive Gothice, th2 Rumc or Gothic CharaRters, ſuch as were conſtancly 
uſed by chz Danes in all their antique monumental Inſcriptions , or 
Engravements? Eſpecially ſince Tobn Speed , in his Deſcription of 
Devonſhire, writes , That near Exmor'e are certain remains of an an» 
tient Work,, namzly, mighty Stones , ſet ſome in form of a Triangle , 
ethers inround, orderly diſpoſed ; and that upan one of them was an En- 
gravement in Daniſh Letters , which could not be read by men moſt 
learned, And that grave and univerſally learned man , Olans Wor 
71, (Phyſician to the preſent King of Denmark, and not above four 
years paſt deceaſed , and who hach vouchſafed ſometimes to honour 
me with his Epiſtles ) in his firſt Book, cap. 9. de Monnment:s Da» 
nicis taketh ſpecial notice of this Inſcription , and deploreth the une 
fortunate loſs of it, with /#t:nam bono = communicatum fmſſet ; 
forſan de rebus preclaris 4 mſtratibus ibidem geſtis teſtareter. Thar 
the Danes of old, affe&ing ( as all other Nations of the world , how. 
ever rude and illiterate ) to perpetuate the remembrance of their no. 
rable a&ions\ and ſucceſles, delighred to raiſe Monuments of cheir 
Birels, ViRories, and oth2r Archievments , as alſo of their Kings , 
principal Commanders , and grext Perſons z and leave ſhort Records 
of the particular occaſions of choſe Monuments , ingraven in Rumc 
Letrers ; beſides this, that chey had none bur the Gothic Language in 
uſe among them , is manifeſt from the reſtimony of Saxo Gramma- 
tic , who ( in Prefation. Hiſtor, Danic. ) recommends the obſer- 
vation thereof to his Re1ders, as a thing neceſſarily conducing co their 
underftanding many, otherwiſe obſcure paſſages in his Hiſtory, Nec 
ignotuns volo, ſaith He, Danorum ant1quiores , conſpicms fortitudinis 
oper: bus editis, gloria emulatione ſuſfuſos , Roman: ſtyls imitatione , 
nm ſolums reruns 4 ſe magmifice geftarum titulos exqueſito contextus 
genere, veluti Pottico quodam opereperſtrinxifſe 3 veruns etrans ma- 
Joruns alta patrit ſermmis carmmbus Vulgata, lingue ſue literis 
ſaxis ac rupibus inſculpenda cnuraſſe. And as for Precedents or Ex- 


bu r Ex 
amples of that kind , chey are ſo numerous , that Olaws A” 
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two Volumes, De Monm, Danic, & de Literis Rumois,, moſtly 
confilt of ſuch : otherwiſe, peshaps I ſhould have exercifed your pa- 
tience in reading ſome of choſe more conſpicuous ones commems- 
rated by Saxo Grammaticus, his Comment ator, Stephanus Stephanins, 
John Crantz.zus , and other Writers of Daziſh Antiquities ; thar ſo I 
might bave affiſted the probability of: my conjecture , that the Cha- 
racers on the Plate found by Stoe-heng , were Ranic or Gothic. 
However , you have ſeen upon what fair grounds you may entertain a 
perſwaſion, that they were not Latize ,. and therefore not left by the 
Romans. 

Again, This our Monument conſifteth wholly of Stones anwroughr, 
rosgh, and rude, as they lay in-their beds of earth, ( their 7 exons and 
Morteſes onely excepted ) and of ſuch various ſhapes, that the moſt 
. Curious eye can ſcarcely find a perfeR fimilitude in any two of them : 
and Mr, Jones ought to have evinced , either by Teſtimonies authen- 
tick, or by Examples , that the Romans hid ever raiſed any publick 
ScruQure of rhe like Materials ; which being above his power (as I 
conceive at leaſt) he warily omitred to attempt it, as he did. the proof 
of many other parciculars equally imporrant coward the verification of 
his grand Poſition. Whereas Ol/awus Wormins hath been o liberal in 
his Contribucions toward the maintenance of my Suppokition , as to 
furniſhme with nor onely verbal Deſcciptions, but lively Draughts or 
PiQures alſo of ſundry Antique Dam Monuments , as well in che 
Bulk and Rudeneſs of the Stones , as in the Order and Manner of 
cheir poſition and firuation , much reſembling our Stone-heng ; and 
( as may be not obſcurely colle&ed from a Conference of Times, 
AStions, Hiſtories , Ruines, &c.) nor much different am to 
Anriquity. And this Ithink an Argument not unworthy yourſerious 
confiderationz if not weighty enough to counterpoiſe all thereaſons 
urged by Mr. Joxes, ro enforce his Dream, that the Romans were Au- 
thors of Stoxe-heng, 


Having chus long entertained] you , with examining the ſolidity of 
the Firſt Story of our Archire&'s phantaſtical Building ; Time and 
Order joynrly command me touſher you uptothe Second : wherein I 
ſhallnoonger derain you-, than while I cry: the-ſoundneſs of rhoſe 
Berms, upon which He impoſed his-ſo'lofty conceipt, that Srone-hewg 
Was t TEM PLE, ' 'Whichhe preſumes | | 


| (1 ) From 
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1) -From the ſpacious Cowr: lying round abour'ir, ing wich 
A. of Roman 3 r7veee Temples z» wherein Beatts broughe for 
Victims were ſlain, and into which none bur Priefts mighc enter. To 
which it may be objected , firſt, Thar the void ſpace betwixr the ur- 
moſt Circumvallarion or Trench, in Stone-beng , andthe Building ir 
ſelf, doth-not exaRly correſpond with the Atria of Reman Struftures; 
and therefore cannot , withour corrupting the ſevere Diale& of Ar- 
chreas,be rermed a Comrr, For, whoſo atrentively peruſeth YVztr«- 
1K his Diſcourſe De Atriis , (1:b. 6. cap. 4. ) will ſoon perceive , 
char He by che word Arr:m, conſtantly means primum edificinns, 
quod anteriors janua 1ntrantibus occurrit, the firſt Building that-offers 
it ſelf cothe fight of rhoſe who enter by the fore-gate : And Bernal- 
dinus Baldus , inhis Note upon the firſt line of chat Chapter, ſaith , 
* Arbitramur nos vetera Atria , neſtrarum edium parti ili reſpordere, 
quam vulgo Andicum d:c193n5, Andatam , Caminatamve ; que qui- 
dem prima poſt ingreſſum oftui introgredientibus occurrit 5 eng, non 
quidems ſubdival:s , [ed tetta & concamerata, To which may be.an- 
nex'd the agreeable judgment of Claudius Salmaſins ( in Solinum , 
page 1218. ) apparet Atrium , ; non fmiſſe veſtibulum ; ned, 
aream Hypathram; ſed partems «dis ſub tefto, at g, adeo penctrale, & 
fortaſſe concamerat an port:icum. Secing therefore, that the Roynn 
Atrium always was covered ar the top, and: moſt frequently arched 
alſo ; and that chereis no ſuchthing berwixt the outward Circle of 
Stones, and the great Trench environing it: Where is the Analogy 
or Reſemblance ſuppoſed > Again, Indulging Him the liberry of our 
vulgar phraſe, according to whichthe Area , or plot of ground ,. be» 
ewixt a Building and its Boundaries , may rightly enough be call'd a 
Coutt : yer, where is the neceſſity , yea, where the probabilicy,, char 
that Court was originally defign'd and marck'd our for a place for 
the ſlaughter of Victims ? Muſt all Seructures environed wich ſuch 
Avee be Temples? or all Rom2an Temples be accommodared with the 
like out-lers?, If ſo, what will become of our Authors fancy , that 
thoſe vaſt Stones ſtanding in a Circle near Lo»g-Compron in Oxferd- 
ſhire, called Rol!-ftones, were antiently a Temple » and a Roman one 
roo? For, theſe are deftirure of all ourward circumvallation or en» 
trenchmenc. Bur the force of this Argumenc depends, perhaps, upon 
ies conſpiracy With its fellows -; and therefore , if from them all put 
cogether , jt (hall appear , thar our Monument was intended for a- 
Temple ;* ſhall nolonger doubr , wherher che void ſpace - of ground 
wichin che Trerich be che Courc belonging ro ic. 


s.- 
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( 2 ) From a large Stone, 16 feet long and 4 broad , appearing 
ke. much above 7s an of the > the Eaſtern Sr he 
lefler Hexagon , which He takes for an A/rar., Whereunto I-cannort 
aſſent, for two conſiderations, Firſt , the Humilicy of the Alcar de- 
ftroys the ſuppoſed Dedication of the Temple. For, the Rule of Y;- 
truviss , how Alcars ought to be placed in Temples, fo as to carry a 
due Decorum, and viſible Analogie 'to the nature and proprieties of 
chat particular Deity thereinto be worſhipped, 1s this, (/:b, 4. cap. 8.) 
Altundines Ararum {ic ſunt explicande , ut Jovi, ommbuſg, Ce- 
leftibns quam excelſiſſime conſtituantur; Veſte, Terre , Mari g, bu- 
miles wn" avec Alrars conſecrated to Jupiter, and all Celeſtial 
Powers are to be made exceedingly call or high ; and thoſe to Veſta ; 
Tellus, and Neptune, humble or low asin ſome ſorr repreſenting 
the dwelling and dominion of the reſpeAive Deity. Sorhat, this Stone 
was either no Altar at all, or nor ordained for Oblacions co the god 
Celus. If it beobjeed, that the Stone perhaps was ſer »pright ; 1 
anſwer, Then it was as muchtoo narrow on the top,for the uſe affign'd, 
as now too /ow for the God to whom it is aſcribed.Secondly,M"Jores, 
in his Deſcription of the Monument (as you may remember ) ſpeaks 
of three open Emtrances leading from the Plain into the work it ſelf, 
the moſt conſpicuous of which lay North-Eaft : which is openly in- 
conſiſtent with the cuſtome of che Romans , who always made the 
orand 'Entrance into the Temple, whatever it were, e regione Altarts 
& Sign, in that part, which was dire&ly oppoſite cothe place where 
the Altar and Scarue ſtood ereRed z and the reaſon was, /t adorat uns 
venientes Divinitatem ſufpicerent , That the people coming up to 
make their adoration , might at their entrance have both Altar and 
Image in front , ſo as to behold them ar firſt elevation of their eyes. 
Would you have Authority for this? Hear Y:rrnv1n himſelf, e/Edes 
autem ſacre Deorum immortaliumy ad regiones quas ſpettare debent , 
fic erunt conftituende, mi, (i nulla ratio impedierit , liberag, fuerit 
pete us adis, Signnm quod erit in Cella collocatum, ſpetter w veſper- 
tinam cal: regionem : uti qui adierint ad aramimmolantes , ant ſa- 
erificia facientes ,. ſpettent ad partem cali orientis, & ſimmulachrum 
quod erit in ede 3, & ita vota ſuſcipientes contueantur adem, & orien- 
tem coli, ipſag, fmanlachra videamur exorientia contuer: ſwpplicantes 
& ſacrificantes ;, quod 9, Aras omnes Deorem neceſſe eſie videatur ad 
orientems ſpettare, (lib, 4. cap. 5. ) Whence we may ſafely conclude, 
chat if the poſition of the Altar were right ,-yet thar of 'the- principal * 
Entrance leading up co it was wrong. . But ſhould we grane this to 

| have 
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have been originally an Alrar-ftone ; yer doth ir not follow, char 
cherefore the reſt of the Building was a Temple : becauſe in Stories , 
as well Sacred, asnor, we read of many Altars ſtanding alone,without 
Temples ; and becauſe ir was one of the barbarous cuſtomes of the 
Danes , even 1n the Rony Sepulchres of cheir mighty men», to ere& 
Alcars, and thereon to ſacrifize to thzir Manes ; witneſs Olaus Wor- 
mins, ( Monum. Dancor, lib, 1. tap. 6. ) Diverſi ab his cernuntur 
T unmli , ſaxis grandioribus undi g, cinits , ita mt mram$, extremi- 
tatem wole waſtiora reliquis claudant. In medio utplurimum Ara 
extat. Inhiſce vulgus Gigamtes ſepultos credit , quorum ofſa etians 
hand raro « talibus effodiuntur, * Sed ego ejuſmod: integris etians fa- 
mils deſtinatos puto , unde & inhis Are , que comnunia ſacrificia 
pro totins gent1s incolumitate immolata excipiant, With which if 
you compare Sroxe-heng, together with our vulgar tradition of Giants 
rhere 1ncerr'd,and rhe skuls of Oxen or Buls plowed up in the adjacenc 
fields : You will find as much reaſon to believe it a Sepulchral Mo- 
nument ſer up by that warlike and ambitious Nation , in thetime of 
their tyranny here, wichan Altar in the middle , for their Pagan and 
impious Sacrifizes, as , with M* Jones, to conceive it a Rowmar 


Temple. 


( Thirdly, ) From the «ſe. of the ancient Romans to ereft the like 
Rownd.T emples, that lay open without Walls, ſurrounded only with Pil- 
lars, aud uncovered alſo 0 the top, tr Roofleſi, Which being his part 
roprove, and he finding ic impothble ; he berook himſelf ro mulcipli- 
cation of Fictions, confnſion of rhings cleerly diſtin, and other diſ- 
ingenious ſhifts ; ſuch as have indeed amuzed and impoſed upon vul- 
gar heads, bur can never convincethe Learned and judicious, who are 
not- ignorant, how tritly'conftanc the Ronan Archire&s were to rheit 
ſer Fotmns and Orders of Building, upon' no occafion commixing or 
| confounding chem in publique ftuRures, eſpecially ſacred ones,whete 

the vaſſenger was. co'be infiruRted ar firſt Gghr, what Deiry wat adored 
wichin, by the peculiar forme of che Temple apparent withour ; that {6 
he tmight prepare and addrefs his devorion accordingly,  wichour being 
miſtaken eicher-inthe Obje&,' or ceremonies of ir. Bur, ler us not 
jadge Hirrunheard; ' He allegeth', out of Vitrwvins (1b. 4. cap- 7 ) 
that the Romans had round Temples of two divers Forms : whereof 
the one, named Aonopreros, had neicher continued walls about, nor 
C:ll within," but was encompaſſed only wirh a round of Columns ; the 
ther, .cermed Peripreros, ada Cell encloſed with a continued yr 

F a 
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and Columns ſer at convenient diſtance , ſo as ro make a Portico 
round .about on the outſide. And this I allow to berrue : bur whar 
chough ? our Stone-heng reſembles neirher of theſe Forms : nor the 
Monopteros, becauſe ir hath a Cell, as Himſelf ſuppoſeth ; not the Pe- 
ripreros, becauſe ic wants a continued wall to incompals that Cell, as 
our eyes witneſs, Where then is che Similirude and Conformity _? 
Why, rather than fail, our Aucher ſhall adyenture to make char like 
ro both, which really. is like ro neicher- . For Rtealing the outward 
Circle from the A-nopteros, and the Cell from the Peripteros, and 
then again ſurrounding that ſame Cell (nor with a Circley as he oughr, 
bur ) with 2 Hexagon of Pillars : of both Forms He makes a T hird, 
not being able to wi-hhold from confefling ( ſo much had che. joy of 
bis TEvPmua, wwe, tranſported him ) in the end, that it was a New 
Invention, which yet he needed nor to have cold us. So here you find 
bim guilcy of a.don"le faulc ; confounding of two perfeAly and irre- 
concileably diſtin& Forms of ſacred Edifices ; and converting a Cir- 
cle, the eflential and proper figure of all ſuch Cells, as belongedrto the 
Peripteros, into a Eexagon, Is this fair and candid dealing, think 
you, in a min of Lercers ? Doch ir become one of che molt famous 
ArchiceQts of our ag2, thus co build Caſtles in the air, and flye coa 
ſanRuary made up of FiRions ? But this isnot all, From a ſtrange and 
unheard of confuſion of ſeveral Forms, He proceeds to. blend roge. 
ther alſo ſeveral Ord:rs of conſecrated Buildings, For, He will have 
che Order, of which his Temple of Stone-heng muſt conſiſt , co be 
partly T #ſcan partly Corinthian : affirming, that as the plainneſs and 
ſolidneſs of the Tuſcan order , appears eminently through the whole 
Work, ſo the narrowseſs of the ſpaces betwixt the Stoxes , wiſibly diſe 
covers the delicacy and ſoftneſs of the Corinthian, -Where (norco rake 
notice of the manifeſt contradiQion in the very terms) He incurrs a 
grand Error, in commixing, in-one Temple, ewo ſo different Orders ; 
when, by his own confeflion , ( pag. go. ) the Romans had for eachof 
their Deities a certain particular Order of Temples, and obſerved that 
diftinttion of Orders ſo ſtriftly, that they ſeldome or never varied thens. 
According to that of YVitrwving, (lib, 4. cap. 7.) Nen ommbns Dis 
riſdem rationbus 4des ſunt facienda, quod alins alia wvarietate ſacra- 
rum Religionum habet effettus, And had they not done ſo, How 
could che Roman ArchireRs of old , -have beenable , at firſtfieht, to 
judge to what.Divinity this or that Fane was peculiarly devoted ? or, 
How could the Modern Archite&s of Jtaly , ar this Day , by ſeeing 
ene)y the.ruines of them , give ſuch probable conjeures ,. concern- 


ing” 


- 
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ing their antiquity and proper Dedication , as are very hardly to be 


contradied ? Bur, why am I thus prodigal of my time and pains , in 
ſhaking an opinion , char hath no foundation of either Precepr , or 
Precedent-ſrom anrient ArchireQure ? eſpecially when the Founder 
Himſelfwas forced co exciſe the fragilicy and weakneſs thereof , with 
this Plea The learned in Antiquities very well know, thoſe things , 
which oblivion hath ſo long removed out of mind , are hardly to be di(- 
covered. ( Pag. 77.) | 


(4 Andlaſtly) From the Heads of Bulls, or Oxen, of Harts, and 
other ſuch Beafts, digged up inor near this Antiquity ; as if no man 
could imagine other, bur chofe were the Heads of ſuch Beaſts, as were 
anriently made Holocauſts in that -place, Why , is it not equally 
probable, they mighe be the skulls of Carrel ſlain for the ſuſtenance 
of ſome one or orher of thoſe many Armies , that encatnped on the 
adjacent Plain , where 'the Lines of their Entrenchments and For. 
rreflesare yet viſible? Was it nor a common thing for Arrnies to 
catry along wich them whole Herds of Beafts for their Provifion y, and 
co bury the bones of ſuch as they killed , in places ſomewhat remote 
from their Camps > And, as for Hatrs; it is well known , both by 


rradicion among the Inhabitants of the neighbouring Villages , and 


by other ceftimonies yet remaining, that all che Plain from Stone-heng 
to Ambresbury , was , till within theſe 260 z 2 Foreſt full of 


- great Trees : andtherefore not improbable, bur the Heads of Deer 


mighc lie there, withour any relation ar all to Srove-heyg, Bur granc 
them to be the Offall or Reliques of Sacrifices z yer what reaſon, they 
ſhould be Roman Sacrifices , when the Daves alſo uſed the like , as 
may appear from whar I lately delivered out of Ofans Worms , of 
the cuſtome of chat Nation to offer Beaſts in Sacrifice rothe Gholts of 
rheir- deceaſed Commanders , upon their Sepulchral Monuments ? 
This Argument, therefore, being as inyalid as che reſt, and alcogerher 
very unſatisfaQory : it-plainly appears, chat M*-Fowes his Imagination 
had too powerful an Influence over his Reaſon , when He judged , 
upon ſuch flender Evidences , that our Antiquity was anciently a 
Roman Temple. , IN» 


We ſhould, in the next place , conſider His Reaſons for the en- 


+ ficling this Structure cothe, God Cal :' but ſeeing it doth nor ap» 


pear to have beena Temple ; *cwere in vain. robe ſollicirous abour 
the Dedication of it, Omicting, therefore, to take” norice of ſundry 
F 2 DefeRts 
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DefeAs and Incongruities , as well ArchiceRonical , as Hiſtorical , 
obſervable in that Later parc of our Authors conceipt ; as Errors that 
Rand naked toevery enquiring eye, and cannor hide chemſelyes' from 
even the Emblem of Juſtice : 1 here take my final leave of his ſo vul- 
oarly admired Book; having, - ago gs I peruſed. ir, firſt ſub- 
ſcribed his ſbort Animadverſion., at the endof ir. Nanguam mbr = 
placuit audgenlorum quorundaem ratio , quibus mhil eft tam obſcu- 
rum, tam 4, abſtruſun, & procul ab hominum memoria poſit uns, quod 
ſuarum conjetturarum ſagacitate non fiat clarum, apertum, & cogni- 
tum. Niminm credul:s ingemis, & diſcond: cupidioribu rogati witro- 
Ve preſtigus cF officir s 1mponunt » Pentin ur effeſſ; A marmora, at 4 
adro inſcriptas #11945, que nuſquan fuerint , imo que nec per ſommm 
quidem viderinse, Which, though ſpoken by che grave Philaxder, in 
reproof of certain aver-weening and audacious Wits , that thinking 
chemſelves quick-ſighted enough to ſee chrough the darkneſs of oblj- 
vion , and make diſcoveries where Time had long ſince interpoſed 
its ſable curtain ; had prerended co find a Temple of the Sur , in the 
confuſed ruines of a Tower thar Rood _ Mons Quairinalss in 
Rome, to that purpoſe counterfeiting Marble Pillars, and Urns , with 
farmal Inſcriptions : may yer be well accommodated to Others, who, 
ambitious to be choughe Argoſes in the” ruines of Anciquity , ſpare 
not to point at things invifible, to deſcry in Monuments more than the 
Founders themſelves ever deſigned , to form co themſelves Examples 
thac never were, and in favour of their own extravagant imaginations, 
ro corrupt the teſtimonies of Authors moſt venerable, and falfifie rhe 
Records of antient Cuſtoms, 


Whar the Ronaaxs Claim was , You have heard , at large :. Hear- 
now, in ſhorr, alſo | 


The, Title of the DANES ta Stone-heng + 


- Which is grounded chiefly upon Cuſtom, and Preſidents. For 
that they, more than any other Narion whatſoever, were in old cime, 
| andeven a good while after the refinement of their barbarous Man=-. 
ners, and converlion to Chriſtianity, accuſtomed toere& Monuments 
of. huge- Stones » upon ſeveral memorable occaſions; and ſuch Mo- 
numents, thar compar'd to our ( or their ) Srone-heng',, ſeem to 
agzee therewith io moſt , if not in all. points — — 
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of many are at this day exrant in Denmark and Norwey : is not hard. 
toprove , from the undoubrable ceftimonies of "their beſt Hiſtorians 
art yet Bonk 20H T8 225 84 1.0 


Olaus Wormins ( lib," Monuns, Danic.”) to reduce info 
order that grear mulcitude of Srony Monumeits in his Country, of 
which, as the molt worthy to be-commemorated ; He had propofed to 
himſelf to treat ; firſt makega general diviſion of them-into: T'wo 
Claſſes : namely, Literata, que ex ſaxis conft abant literatura priſca, 
vulgo Rmunica, exterts Gothica,'exarats, Letrer?d Monuments , ſuch 
as conſiſted of large Rones , wirh Inſcriptions of Ramic , or Gothic 
Chara&ers, (peaking their occ1ſ1ons and intentions; and /literatagque 
ex rudibus quibuſdam iUliteratis,certo tamen ordine & ſerie diſpoſitis, 
Unlerrer'd , which were compoſed of rude tones, without engrave- 
ments, buc ſo diſpoſed afrer a certain manner , as th't the BehokKer 

* might from the order of cheir poſition colle& , upon what Accidents , 
and for what Ends or Uſes they had been ſet up. So that Theſe,t 
deſticure of rhe. Elemenes of Language, were not abfolurety Damb , 
bur ſpake their particular p in 2 more obſcure Diale& of Fi- 

res, and were read inthe Alphaber of their proper Platforms, Then 
e ſubdivides this later ſore iro F:ve diſtin Ranks ; namely, into 
Sepulchra, Tombs containing the bones of eminence perſons defund : 
Fora , places of Judicature , where Right and Juſtice were adttiini- 
Rred', according ro the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country : Dmel- 
Horum Strata, Cirques of places of Duells, or Gimp-fights : Trophea, 
Trophies, where Batrells h1d been fought, and the Enemy defeired: 
and Comitralia loca; places wherein Kings arid Supreme Commane 
ders were ele&ed by che general -Suffrages of the People , and Inau- 
eurared with great Pomp and publick Sokemnity, ſuch as che -rudeneſs 
of that Nation , and the ſimplicicy of choſe cimes afforded, This 
Scheme being drawn, as the rule of his Method 5 He thence» forward 
proceeds ro Examples of each kind. 'And we are obliged therein ro 
follow Him ftep by ſtep ; that ſo we may the ſooner , and without de- 
vation , artive/at # comp*enr deyres of ſatifaRion ,' whethet any', 
and'which of alt thoſe different ſorrs' of Antique Monutacnes hath ſo 
next 1 reſemblance of Stone-brng , as that we may; fromhe 2 
ſomilitude of their Forms , infer a probable affinity in their Orvywes 
and Deſignations ; whieh's the period of our travail, | 


As for the Literata , which carry their Age and Titles engraven- 
ON !: 
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_6n their fronts; they lie not in our way, our Antiquity having no In- 
ſcripeion on any of its Stones : and though that Plate of Metall with 
barbarous CharaRers, of which we have formerly taken notice, might 
probably appertain unto ic ; yer is not that ſufficient roappropriate ir 
rothe order of Monuments , whoſe dignity and value confilt chiefly 
In their Ep graphs. Ranging ic, therefore, among the lterata ; ler 
us a while inſift upon a particular ſurvey of thoſe: beginning ar the 
Antique Danſh ; 


Sepulchres . 


Whereof I meet with ſome, in Olans Wormins , that are in more 
than one point of analogy correſpondent to Stone- Heng. 


One tands in Seland , on a plain , nearthe high-way leading to a 
certain ſmall Town, called B:rck; formed according to this deſcrip- * 
tion of our Author. Ex ſaxis rudioribus mediocribus , quadrata in 
longitudinem tendens, duttaeſt area; huic tres colles ſen T uni 1n- 
cluſi , undig, circa radicem , ejuſdem ferme magnmtudims ſaxis 
cintti,. Major meditulliun occupans , 1n.apice aram babet ex ſaxis 
quatuor Ftupende magnitudinis . exftruttum , ita ut tria quartum 
maximum & planum-ſuftineant, © A plot of ground , of a ſquare 
© running out in lengch , isempalled with rude ones, not of the 
<« largeſt ſcantlings : in which are included three Mounts of Earth , 
&« circumſcribed at their baſes' with Rones of the like bigneſs, The 
<« oreateft Mount, -Randing in the middle , hath on irs crop an Altar 
© madeup of four ſtones of Rupendious magnitude, ſo as three ſtand- 
« ing in Triangle, ſupport the fourch-upon their heads, which is the 
« oreaceſt of all, and plain or flat. 


'. A- Second , ſituate nor far from the ſame place , and ſ&mewhar 
more eminent, confiſteth of a'7 »m1#5, or mount of eatth caſt up , 
under which , the common people have a Tradition, that a Gjanc , 
" Whoſe name was Lavgbeen Kiſer, was anciently buried ; and encom-. 
paſſed with fifty fix Gones of prodigious bulks. -” Moles hec ſaxofere 
ehfſa, reboat, ut concamerat um-opns ſubeſſe colhgere facile quis poſſity 
ſaich-our Autbor 3 rhis maſſive Seruture being  knock'd hard with a 
Kone , yields a great ſound like the Ecchoes of Vaults , ſo thar it is 
eafily to be colleRed, that there is an arched or vaulted hollowneſs une 


Here 
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Here let us make a ſtand fora minute or two, and refle& upon 2 
few particulars that offer chemſelves to our obſervation, Firſt, theſe 
rwo Sepulchral Monuments are fituate in Camps patent:bus, in open 
and ſparious fields ; a cleer evidence, the Danes (as many other Nati- 
ons ) anciently uſed to bury in large and wide plains, Secondly, they 
chrew up mounrs of Earth over their dead : and thoſe of two ſorts, ac- 
cording tothe qualiries of the perſons inhumed. For,of cheſe T wmwxl;, 
ſuch as. were ſimple and naked,. ſerved to denote the interrment of 
Common Souldiers, rogerher with their inferior officers, ſlain in bat- 
rel upon the place :. but thoſe compaſled abour with great ſtones, ſet 
in ſingle, double, or creble order, were defigned to conſerve the me- 
mory of great Caprains or Generals, For, #ormms touching upon 
rcheſe Txmal:, lefc this remark concerning their Diftintion. Wm ra- 
diores ſunt, ex ſolaterra inrotunditatem & conum conge5t a conftant ; 
ex 11s, qui una vel multiplici Saxorum ſerie circa baſin cinguntur, ex- 
encituum Imperatoribus, aliisque Magnatibss dicati creduntur ; ut 
Simoplices nullis ornati lapid:bus, mulitibus SFrenuts,  athletis de pa» 
tria bene meritis,” Howloever, in thoſe Martial cimes, when no ver- 
rue could render any man noble or great, but Fortitude, and Honour 
lay in the irengrhracher of che Arm, than of the Head; the Armies 
of this Nation conſtantly preferred monuments of mighty ftones,much 
above thoſe Twi, or ( as we call them ) Burrows z nor ever'entru- 
led che fame of their Worrhies co ſuch ſimple and homely conſervaro- 
ries, but only in places where Rocks and Quarries were ſcarce. This 
we learn from a very.cemarkable cexe in-che Commentaries of Petr 
Lindebergins. Sciendum autem, quod Dan, cum propter defettuns 
ſaxorum. Pyramides ac Obeliscos extruere munime potwerint, olims in 
menprian Regum & Heroun ſuorum ex terra coacervata ingentens 
molens montts initar eminentem: fFatwerint, Prom whence ir 18 very 

ain,. that the old Danes: uſed not to inhbume their Chiefcains: and 
lhe Commanders under Tombs of Earthy. bur in caſe of neceſſity, 
where neither che place of che battel, in which they were ſlain (if they 
dyed in war) nor the Country neer it, afforded chem Rones of dimen- 
. ons fir for Pyramids and Obeliſques.. Orherwiſe chey made uſe of 
fone of the largeſt ſize they could poſſibly ger : ſparing no! pains nor 
colt to raiſe them-up into che moſt-magmificent Fabriques, their licthe 
Skill in Archite&ure could amount to, Hereupon Worm # ; e/Etatis 
progreſſu pliss opera in Magnatum tumnults poſits videtur, Nam, non 
ſolum 11 grandes cippos patrits hteris notatos 1mpoſuerunt , defunits 


titmlos exhibemes : ſed. ctiam tummnlos ipſos tans in 4pice,, quam rays 
»W: 
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baſin vifende magnitudints cinxere ſaxis, ateam nſuper quadratan 
os Gary pos xeae mulem grandroribus mncluderet, Ge: To which 
we may rrunely ſubjoyn a parallel record of C hr:;ſt1amws Culicrmns 
(lib.1, Bells Dithmarſict.) Erant, ſaith He, Magnatum Dancorum 
ſepulture 1n ſylvis &f agrisy turuloſque aggeſts lapidibus veftiemes 
murnebant ; quod genus complures paſſim adbc v1 _—_ qu G1 fans 
tans Strata vocantwr. - Mark here the near affinity of the very Name ; 
Stone-heng being by all our Authors, who have mentioned it, called 
Chorea Gigantums, che Giants Dance, and the moſt magnificent Stony 
Monuments of the Damſþ Princes, Strata Grigantum, the Giants 
pavements or paths, The /aft obſervable is, char in many of their 
Sepulchral piles they placed an-Alcar z eo fine, ſaith Wormnrgut ibidems 
in menvrians defuntt: quotannis ſacra peragantur ; that they mighc 
yearly offer ſacrifices ro the defun, at leaſt in memory of them, upon 
the place of their inhumacion. Of chis we have a ſufficient confirma- 
tion from a nore of #bbo Emmius, (1ib.t. Hi tor. Fris.pag.21.) Coms 
memoratione dignum videtur, quod in Regione hac ingentis molis ſaxa 
complura, que nulla vettatione , nulla vi hominum iliac — 
ifſe , 05 magnitudinem credas, congeſta inveniant ur, quorum ea diſpo- 
ſttio eft , ut Ards referre videautur, Nam jacentibus nonnmllis, alia 
its impoſita ſunt plana, relittumque foramen, per qu1d reptare homo poſ= 
fit : © it deſerves commemoration, that 1n chis Country are found 
«*« multitudes of Srones congeſted of ſo vaſt maſſes, char. you would be- 
< heve them impoſſible to be removed by any Engines, by any che 
«« oreareſt ſtrength of Men ; and ſo diſpoſed, as to repreſent Alrars. 
& For uponthe heads of ſome,others are impoſed,of a plain figure, and 
« 2 hole or empty ſpace left underneath, through- which a man may 
© creep, Nor ought it to ſeem ſo fingular and ſtrange a piece of Su- 
perſtirion,for a phlegmatique and dull-headed Northern Nation, to ſer 
up Altars in the midft of ſuch ample and maffive Tombs : when Tem- 
ples chemſelves firſt grew up our of meaner Sepulchres, even among 
the Grecians. This perhaps, you'l ſmile ar, as a paradox ; and there- 
fore ir behooyes me to produce- ſome credible Authority co aſſert it, 
Clemens Alexandrinus (1n Protreyt1co)1sthe man, who bothexpreſly 
avolicheth it, and brings ſeveral Inflances to prove it, thus. Swperſtirco 
templa condere perſuaſit. » Qua emm prius honznum ſepulchra fue= 
runt ,oagmpficent us condita,T ensplorum appellatione vocata ſunt. Nam 
my Lariſcam civitatem in arce,in temploPalladis , Acri fit ſepulchrums 
furt, quod nunc ſatrar loco celebyatuy : in arerquoque Athenienſs, 
nt 'eff ab Antiocho in nono Hr fforiarum ſtriptuns, Cererss ſepulchram 
fmt 
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fwit : in tengplo vero Palladis, quem Poliada Graz pi Jacer 
Eiichtomm, 8c. Bur we have made roo long 2 Hault inthis place, and 
it more imports us, to proceed to | ' 


« A Third notable Example of Stony Sepulchres in Denmark, 
*© Which compoſed of a Twwmwiw of Burrow caſt up in the middle, 
o- _- chree _ w—_ —_ ſet in _ of Columns, at equal 
*f diſtance, the ourmoſt making a la rele of fifty tength 
© in each fide, the other rwo actos Clivies onrrvithia inner ; pie- 
< ſents ir ſelf ro che admiration of pafſengers, on a plain, abour a mile 
© from Roeſchild, and neet the high way that leads from thence ro 
* Frederisksburgh. Of this Ol. Worms bach given a perfeR Draughe, 
*« ( Monument Danicor, pag. 35.) . 


For a Foxrth, 1 have, among many others, choſen the notable Mo- 
numenr of King Hara/d Hyldetard (whoſe courage, continency, and 
wiſedome, together with his happy ſucceſſes in warr, are highly cele- 
brated by Saxo Grammaticu ) which yer temains neer Lethra, or 
Leire, in Seland, anciently che ſeat of Kings, now a decaid obſcure 
village : ſax# grandioribus tipatum, in meduullizo 1munenſa mole qua- 
drata, minoribns allts innixa exornatum ;compaſſed about with ” 
of extraordinary greatneſs,. and in the middle ennobled wich one 
_= ſtone,or rock, of an immenſe bulk , _y upon the heads of 
others of inferior magnitude ; whoſe pifture, chough in cos ſmall a mo= 
dule, is raken alſo by our Author. 


Now, from rhe various ſtruQure of rhefe four grand Sepnlchres, nei- 
ther of which dorh fully quadrate with other ; ic 15 manifeſt, the Foun- 
ders were nor ftriX in obſerving. any ſuch ſer form of placing rheir 
Rones, char might ar firſt view diſtinguiſh chem from other Monu- 
ments ; unleſs in this onely, that the Exterior Munimenr or pale of 
great ſtones was commonly eicher exa2Aly ſquare, or neetly approach- 
ing that regular figure. And yer ſomarimes they varied from thar alſo, 
as Worming himſelf confeſſerh, - For, albeir in his | deſcription 
of the faſhion of rhis ſorr of Sepulchres,he rells us, they had aream que- 
dratam, que totam molem grandioribns ſaxis includeret * yet aftet- 
ward, inthe ſame Chapter, he mentions ſome, har had not been for- 
med according to that rule. His words ate, Diverſi ab his quidens 
cernuntar tumnli, figura oblongiori, congere depreſſiori » ſaxis grax-- 


dioribus undique cintth, na mt —— extremitatem mole vaF;- 
"74 
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Fra reliquize &c.. Bur. of this firft Kind of Unlertered Da- 
nique Ma rs,we haye taken a ſufficient ſurvey. Leo us paſs, there- 
force, ro rhe Second, Vvrz, Fora, or - 


Places of Fudicature. 


Where judgmenr was publickly given concerning Right, and lick 
gious ſures determined betwixt ſubje& and ſubze&, according: to the 
Known laws and conſtitutions of thz country 5 and that either imme- 
diarely by the King himſelf, where the parties concerned were Noble, 
or the marter in controverhe important ; or otherwiſe by his depured 
Judges, in caſes of leſs moment, Theſe Courts were, hke Juſtice her 
ſelf, naked, and open ; Rtanding,nor in Cities,nor Towns, but in fields 
and ſpacious campanias ; nor covered wirh roofs,bnt with a kind of rude 
magnificence made only of a cerrain plot of ground,of a Quadrangular., 
or Oval figure, ſer apart by an encloſure of the vaſt: tones, rhac 
could poſſibly be had, placed like Cotumns, at equal diſtance ; with 
one grear ſtone, for a judgment ſear, in or neer the middle : as ap- 

ars from the remains of Two ( anciently very eminent) yet viſible 
wm Denmark. * 


The Onein Seland, neer the Gi Dzething ; whoſe. manner of 
KeuQure,. and capacity Ol. Wermins having with great diligence ſur- 
vey'd, he thus deſcribes it. id; +lud quadraginta ſex ſaxis fupen: 
de magnitudints cinltum fui ſie, eminente in tjus meditullio grandinſ- 

culo quid ans ; onnia vero in ovalem ditpoſita erant fignram, itg qui - 

dens, ut utringu: ad.latera, circa medium porta quaſs, vel aditus pate- 

ret meridiem & ſeptemtrionems verſua, Longitudo nonaginta paſſus 4- 

guabat, latitude viginti., This Forum, or Wing (in the Danrque lan- 

« ouage.) was begire abour with forty fix ſtones of wonderfull magni- 
& eude, and had one great Rone Kimding in the middle : all che ones 
« of the Encloſure were diſpoſed igtoan Oval figure, ſarhat about the 
© middle, on each fide, was lefc as ir were a g1te,or Entrance, one to-. 
«4 ward che Sourhy the other toward che North. The length of che. 9- 
*.val wasninery paces, the breadth gwenty. 


_ The Orher.neer Aafmumtoaz2p , «ndigue camibus ſeptum, hemm'd 
aq on all fides wich ftones equal to Rocky : which gave name tothe place 
where ic nds, char being called Tinget, fothis day, Many otherof 


the 
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the ſame kind are-cobe-ſeen in ocher Provinces of Denwark: ;. ſaich 
our Author, | y <1] , 


As theſe Courrs of Juſtice were rude in their Pabrique , ſo for 
many Ages together,were the ways of. Tr:a/ ptaQiſed ip them. For , 
from Frothe Magnms, who ſwayed the Damſþ Sceptre , abour che 
moſt happy time of our Sawvowr's Nativity , down along. untit che * 
Reign of S»enotts, inthe year of our Lord g86. all weighty and diffi. 
culc controverfies. were decided per Monomachiam , by Duel; rhe 
Defendanc being obliged to conibat che Plaintiff openly within che 
liſts of the Courr, and prove the goodneſs of his cauſe by the ſharpneſs 
of his weapons, without other Advocate bur his own courage, A very 
ſavage and unequal manner of trial this ! where always che Sword” of 
Juſtice was pur into che hand ofthe Criminal , where many times 
Righr had no Vindication bur from Fortun=; and the moſt Innocent, 
if overcome , ' Ws either ro die upon rheplace of his purgation , or, 
what's more grievous, -to become Slave to his unjuſt Accuſer, Yer 
men were hereto bound by a ſevere Law , made by the (aid Froths , 
and reciced by Saxo-Grammaticus , ( Hiſt, Danic. th. 5, ). After, 


the B-ams of che Chriſtian Faith ſhining on thoſe northern Nations,and 


in ſome degree overcoming the gloomineſs of cheir batbarous Man- 
ners and Cuſtomes ; har Lade was abrogated , and inthe place of 
Duels, the ſomewhar leſs cruel , bur nor much leſs uncertain way of 
Trial per Ordelium, by Fire-Ordtaly ſucceeded; and was continued 
in the ſame Courts, ill aboue the year of Chriſt 2350, ir was con- 
demned by-a decree of the Lateran Council , and an Edi& of King 
Woldemarne 11. an ExtraQt of -which you may find in Wormins, 
( Monum, Damc. lib. 1. cap. 11.) Then began all caufes to be de- 
cermined by the judgment of twelve Jurors, as here with us in Exg- 
land ; not but this way was much moreantient , (for it is aſeribed to 
_Regnerus ſirnamed Lodb2og , who ruled in Denmark about che year 
of Chr $203 and as ſome Damſh Writers boaſt , was derived from 
.himco onr Ethe/dred ) but ir ſeems not to have been eicher by uni» 
yerſal cuttome eſtabliſhed, or by tri and penal Laws enforced, ſo as 
rorally x exclude the Ordeal in all caſes , until the ſaid: Woldemarie 
his days. And Harald the vij", after the abolition of Duels , incro- 
duced a new, but pernicious manner of determining contentions, by 
which che Parry accuſed might purge himſelf of whatever Crime 
charged _=_ him , Solo juramenti ſacramento, by onely his own 
fingle Oath ,.:z4g, centre —_—_ fidem,, and thar goat = 
's 5 CICAre 
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clearcit '\refimony of Witneſſes: as. Saro Grammar. harh left upon 
record, (1b. ij. ) Bur the unreaſonableneſs hereof was fo grear, and 
che evil conſ ces ſo many, that ir could not continue long. Not- 
withRandingthe ways of Trial were thus various ; yerthe phaces were 
Ailt the ſame , namely , cheſe open and rude - Courts here deſcribed. 
From which we paſs torhe Third ſort of Danique unlecter*d Monu- 

ments, vz. 


Places of Combats , or Fights, 


Theſe were , indeed, always defigned by Grex fones , bur not 
conſtant co any one Figure, ſo as robe thereby alone diſtinguiſhable , 
withour the help of Tradition, For, though Sears Grammat. (1b. 1, 
cap. 29.) willing to give ſome direRions , how , from the ſeveral 
Ordinarions of the Stones , Poſteriry might gueſs arighr at che ſeveral 
Occafions , upon which chey were ſer up ; delivers chis as a general 
Rule : Retto & longo ordine pugilums certamina ; 'quadrato turmas.. 
bellantium, & ſpherico —__ deſognantia fepulturas ; ac cunce 
ate eqneitrinm acies thidem, vel prope , fortwnatins triunophaſſe : 
yet Wormurs profeſſech , -he much doubred whether this order were 
every where ſtrictly obſerved , or not ; afterward alleging Examples 


of different Pigures. 


One he mentions:our of the Aurhor of MH; For. Bremenſis, ( bib. 2. 
cep. 9.) thit coniſting of one mighty Srone, wasereRed in memo- 
ry of 8 Duel fought near a place named Agrimeſwedel, in which a 

famousCombaranr , Biurguido , overcame and ſlew a Champion of 
the Slavs, and acquired immortal honor. 


Othergthe ſpeaks of that were marked wich many huge Rones ſer 
equally diſtant each from other, in a Frezght line ; ſome chat were 
rruly G:rques , and ſome Quadrangular : all which , rogerher with 
the Laws and Manner of ſuch Camp-fights berwixt rhe Champions 
of ſeveral Kings, You may ſeefully deſcribed by him , ( Mopnm. 
Dane, lib, b cap. g. ) In the mean time I haſtento the Daniſh 


Trophres, 


Or Monuments of great Bartels fought , and Viitories obtain'd. 
Which , though agreeing among chemſelves , in cheir durable and 


maſſhe- 
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mffi2 Micerials, are rievertheleſs irreconcilably. dif in cheer 
Forms, Sorhat in theſe , as well as in rhe orher ſarrs hi ſac- 
vey'd, the Founders feem to have entrufted che remembrance of their 
glorious Snccefles , as much ro the voice of Fame, and popular Tra- 
dicion , astothe obſcure fignification of any one Figure or Scheme 
oYferved in. the Monumencs themſelves : or elfe varying che Plar- 
forms of cheir Trtumphal Piles , accarding eo the various: circant- 
tinces of their Encounters, and fortunate Archieyments, and che 
commodicies of the place ; they lefr Poftericy, who could noe artive 
at certiin knowledge of thoſe Circumſtances , to grope after cheir 
particular Stories, in the darkneſs of uncertain Mrs » Thigour 
Author, O!. Worms, was roo ingenmous to excuſe, or conceal ;. and 
therefore chough , in compliance with che former perſwaſion-of his 
Country, he refls us, [ntegri exercitns ragems lapidun. quadrata in 
plan d;ſpoſitione indicaſſe , ** That the antient Daves by fiones diſe 
& poſed intoa Quadrangle , ſhewed the overthrow of a whole Army 
* 0f their Enemies, upon or near thar place : yet he immediately ſub- 
joyns , Yeruns non ubi 4, ab omnibus preciſe obſervatnm fuiſſe hunc 
ordinem ac diſpoſutionens ſaxornm , plows wmhi perſuades 3 * Bur I 
*« perſwade my (elf fully , rhar this order or diſpolition of che Riones , 
« was not preciſely obſerved by all, in all places. However, ic im-. 
ports us not to-pretermit an Example , or two, of theſe huge Trium- 
phal Antiquities. 


In the Dioceſs of Bergex, on a wide mountainous place , near 2 
Village, called Tyſnes, you may, with a delightful wonder, behold 
fix tones of an incredible magnirude , reſembling Pyramids, ereted 
at equal diftances, in two ſemi-circles, one wirhin anocher y each en= 
vironed with eyo entire circles of lefſer tones of Oval figure ; and in 
the middle of the incercolumnary ſpaces in each ſemi-curcle , a great 
mulrirude of the like ones heaped one upon another , till chey- 
' amount toward a Cone : and all in a moſt eRganr order , ſer up in 
memory of a bloody Buttel fought upon the place ; as the people of che 
Country report by hear-ſay from<cheir fore-fathers , tr cheir re= 
[tions differ in many circumſtantial particulars. Afﬀeer this deſcrip 
tion , our Author adderh, Plura ejnſdem generrs & alibi in vader 
Dirceſs videre & obſervaredictt » figura quidems diverſn, ſed.ennden 


In uſuns fabrefatta. 
But, what need we travel into Denmark, for Patterns of this a 
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Monuments, when we have cwo molt notable ones here ar hows? 
= in Cn another in Oxfordſhire ? which, if you have nar be- 
held wich your own eyes, and dare give credit to M' Camdens , you 
may have them repreſented to you in theſe his Deſcriprions, 


&« Near S* Neoths in Cornwal ((aith he) upon a plain adjacenc toa 
< gondrous pile of Rocks heaped up together upon one ſtone of leſſer 
« ſize, faſhioned naturally in form of a Cheeſe , ſo as it ſeemech ro be 
« preſſed like a Cheeſe, whereupon ic is named, #ring-Cheeſe z are 
& ro be ſeen many great ſtones , in ſome ſorrfour-ſquare, of which 
© ſeven or - = are pirched upright, of equal diftance. aſunder. The 
&« neighbour Inhabicancs rerm chem Hwrlers ;as being by a devour and 
« oodly error perſwaded , they had been Men ſomerimes transformed 
<« into Stones , for profaning the Lord's Day with hurling che Ball, 
« Others would have it cobe a Traphy or Monument, in memorial 
of ſome Battel, And ſodoubtleſs thus was, and nor improbably laf 
by the Danes. 


©« Nor far from Burford , upon the very. border of Oxford-ſhire , 
<©<isan antient Monument, to Wit , certain huge ſtones placed in a 
« circle. The common people call them Ro!l-r:ch fFoxes, and dream 
&« they were ſometimes Men , by a miraculous Metamorphoſis turned 
«into ha tones. The Draught of them , ſuch as1t 1s, pourtraied 
<« long fince, here I repreſen unto your view. For, without all form, 
and! chey be, unequal , and by long continuance of time much 
6 inpires. The higheſt of chem all, which without the Circle look- 
cc erh intothe earrh, they call rhe King ; becauſe he ſhould have been 
&« King of Exglard ( forſooth ) if he had once ſeen Long Compton , a 
* little Town lying beneath, and which one may ſee, if he go ſome 
* few paces forward : other five, ftanding ar the other fide , rouching 
«28 i were one another , they imagine to have been Knights mount- 
©« ed on Horſeback z and the reſt the Army. Theſe would I verily 
© think ro have been the Monument of ſome ViRtory, 'and haply 
« ereed by Rollorhe Dare , who afterward conquered Normandy, 
* For, what rime He with his Dazes troubled Englard with depre- 
<« datians, we read , that the Danes joyned Battel with che Engli 
* thereby, at Hoch Norton; a plate for no one thing more famous in 
* old time, than for the woful ſlaughter of the Eng/zſh in that fough- 
<< ten field, under che Reign of King Edward the Elder. 


* To 
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To theſe may be annexed another eminent Trophy , known by 
the name of Stppertones, ſtanding upon Hack ftowe Forreſt in Shrop*” 
. ſhire, conſiſting of {we piles of ones, and others like Rocks pet= 

icularly ere&ed rhickly together , and ſer up to perperuate the 
renown of a fatal defeat given rothe Britans by Harald, Concern- 
ing which Grraldus Cambrenſis hach this clear reflimony, Harald, 
in perſen being himſelf the laſt footman, with fort-men , and , light 
arms, and vittuals anſwerable for ſuch an Expedition in Wales , va- 
liantly went round about through ail Wales, pa 4s that he left few or 
wone alive, And for a perpetual memory of this Viftory , you neay find 
very many great tones in that country eretted after the antique manner 
#pon hillocks y in thoſe places wherein He had been C ongueror , with 
thee words _ » Hic fuic Victor Haraldus ; Here was Harald 
Conqueror, Now theſe being ſufficient inſtances of Dazique Tri- 
umphal Monuments , 1: remains onely that we ſearch after ſome of 
their Loca Comitialia , or 


Places defigned for the Ele81on and Inauguration of | 
their Kings, | 


FR 
In which, not onely their Noble-men and Grandges , buralſo the- 
Commons being upon ſummons aſſembled from all parrs of the Na- 
tion; uſed ro eonſulr and vote about matrers of Scare of greareſt im- 
porrance, more eſpecially apon the death of the Pfince ; and'in thar 
caſe, to give their Suffragzs for the. next in blood, or power, ro ſucceed 
him. This buſineſs, as being of moſt *concernment tothe Publick , 
was performed. wich pomp and ſolemnity anſwerable ; the manner 
and Ceremonies whereof are conciſely ſer down-by Sexo Gramma- 
ticus ; thus. Letturi Regems weteres affixis humo ſaxis inſfiſtere, ſuf- 
fragiag, promere conſueverunt » ſubjettorum lapidum firmitate fatts 
conſtant iam ominaturi : © Our Fore-fachers being roeteR their King, . 
« uſed to ftand upon Rones piech'd upright in the ground, and to give 
« cheir ſuffrages; by che firmneſs of che ones upon whichthey Rood, . 
©racitly. declaring the firmneſs of their a& ,. and as by a good Omen 
« fgreſhewing.the durability of his government. And Ol. Wormins 
more fully deſcribing che manner, both of the ' open Senare-Houſe , 
and of the Elefion it ſelf, ſaich , Reper:untur in his oris loca quedam, 
is quibus Reges olims ſolemm creabantur pompa , que cinta adhuc 
grandibus ſaxis , mtplwrimnunms duodecim , conſp!crantur , 1% medio 
| grandjore 
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gr unidiore quodams promuinmes "cut omni ſuſfragiis eleituns Regem 
:mponebant, magmque applanſs excipiebant, Hic & comiria celebra- 
ban, & de regu negerits conſult ubant. Tagone vero deſignarars , 
Elettores ſaxis ehlehant forum cingettibus, decreti firmitudinens pro- 
wmncrianes : *inthis Country are d certain Courts of Partia- 
<« ment, in' which heretofore Kings were ele&ed with ſolemn face”; 
« which are ſacrounded with mighty Rones,for che moſt parr ryelve in 
<« number, and one other one exceeding the reſt in eminency, ſer in 
«it the middle, which (as upon a Regal Throne ) they ſeared rhe 
© new eleed King, by the general ſuffrage of che aflembly, and in- 
& 2vgurared him with great applauſe and loud acclamations, Here they 
© held rheir great Councils, and conſulred about affairs of che King- 
* dome. Bur when they met togerher ro nominate cheir King, . che 
<* EleRors ſtood uprighc upon the ſtones envitoning the Courr, and 
< oiving their yoyces, thereby confirmed rheir choice. 


This rudely-magnificent Cuſtome of EleQting the ſupreme Magi - 
frate, in ſuch apen-circles of huge ones, and afrer ſuch a manner ; as 
ic was of higheſt Antiquity, ſo was ir likewiſe of greateſt Duration a- 
mong the Danes. For, Bernhardus Malincrot ( in liby, de Archi- 
cancellariis, pM58. ) chrough a long ſeries or deſcent of their Kings, 
bripgs it down@o the time of the Emperor Charls the fourth, who 
publiſhing chat ſo renowried golden Bull de E/ettione [mperator uns, 
gave dccaſion totheabrogation of it. 


Yea, ſoſicted wefe theſe Courrs, and in ſuch bigh eſteem and ve» 
neration were they held, for many hundreds of years together ; thar 
even in time of publick peace and tranquillity, che Candidate King 
was de jure obliged there to receive his ſolemn Inauguration, and aſ- 
ſutne the Enfigns of Royalty : as if the Place and Ceremonies were 
efſencial parts of his right to ſoveraignty, and che votes ofhis EleQors 
mach more valid and authentique, for being pronounced in that Fo- 
r*m, And if it hapned that the King fell in fome forein expedition, 
by che hand of the Enemy, or bya leſs glorious death ; rhere enſued 
an 1zter-regnwm till ſuch time as his ſurviving Army had in ſome con- 
Yenient plain brought together a multicude of the largeſt Rones they 
could poſſibly find, and ſer them both for the interrmenr of his Corps, 
and the ele&ion of his Succeſſor: and this as well becauſe they reputed | 
an EleQion in ſuch a place, a ggod addition of Tirle ; as becauſe many 
great and irreparable tncommodities might redound to the Republique 

during 
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euring that pauſe or reſpice of Government; in caſe the new eleQion 
were deferred, until chey had recurned into their own Country, and 
aſſembled che beſt parc of the Nation in ſome one of their ancient 
Kings-benches, as they may be properly enough cermed, conſidering 
their dignity and uſe. To authoriſe this, which otherwiſe might be 
choughe ſomewhar romantique, I am provided of a text our of a ve 
grave and fairhfull wricer of chat Nation, Swamngins ; which is w 
worthy my recital, and your ſpecial confideration ; being chat which 
gave me the firft hint for my conjeQure touching the End or purpoſe, 
for which Stone-heng was built, The text is this ; Locum publice 
Regie elettions poſiquam incolis convementem, ad quem, nulla obtan- 
te itinerss difficultate, omnes qui erant vocats, vemre poſſent;elegi ſcent ; 
ſaxa grandia ſin ulari opera at 4, ftndo conquiri, at 9, in eunduns lo- 
cum, quem eleitioni Regie deſtinarant, compertari curarunt, Neg, 
enins tum, quemadmodum hodie, deſtinata elettiom Regum certa erant 
loca, ſed pro arbitrio ſententiag, corum, qui autoritate & potentia alios 
antecellebant, eligebantur, Huc comportata ſaxa conſcendentes hi, 
quibus eligends jus commendatum erat, circuneſtante populo, ſuſfragin 
ex 1 fires : and- may be chus Engliſhed. © When for che publick 
« eletion of the King, they had made choice of a place convenienr, 
© ro which all chat were ſummoned might, with che leaſt difficulcy of 
*« travail, repair z they took care, that tones of extraordinary grearnefs 
&* ſhould be, with fingular labour and diligence, ſought forth, and 
* broughe together in the ſame place, which they had appointed for 
© the Royal EleQion. For there were not then, as now a dayes, cet= 
«rain appointed places for that affair ; bur ſuch were choſen, ar the 
& pleaſure and judgment of thoſe, who excelled others in authoricy 
e« and power- Upon the ſtones brought hicher, choſe to whom the 
« right of ele&ing was delegared, mounting up, delivered cheir ſuf- 
«« frages, the people Randing round about below. The ſame in every 
particular is confirmed by the learned Stephan Stephanine, in his 
Commentaries upon the firſt Book of Sexo Grammaricws his Hiftory 
of Denmark ; whicher I remit the unſatisfied. 


As for Examples of this nobleſt and moſt magnificent ſort of Mo- 
numents ; Olav Wormize hath furniſhed us with Three very conſpi- 
Cuons ones ; one in Se/axd, neer Leire, called Kongffolon, or Kings 
throne ; another in Schoneland, not far from Landie,in which homage 
was annually paid to King Ol/aw, and Chriſtiane the firſt was with 
royal ſolemnity inaugurated and = with regal ornaments 2 : 

chir 
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hird neer /:burg, in the Cimbric territory, in which common eradi- 
tion will have Devo the firſt ro-have been likewiſe ele&ed, - and in. 
hroned, as che name Danerlimmg, which co this day ic bears,ſeems to 
witneſs, And the reaſon he gives, why there is one in each of theſe 
three Provinces," is, thac anciencly chey were diſtin@ Principaliries, 
and under the donnion of as many petcy Kings 3 though now redu- 
ced _ the ſoverajigmy of a Monarch , the preſemt Kins of 
Denmar 


Nor are we deftiture of the like in England. For, in Cormwall, 
on 2 large plain, called B:ſcav #/own, near a village named St. Buys 
ens, ſtand ereQed, in a circle, ninereen huge ſtones, diſtant each from 
the other about twelve foot ; with one fone far higher and grearer 
than the reſt in che Centre. Which chough Camder ſuppoſeth co be 
fome Trophy left by che Romans, under the later Emperors ;or elſe by 
Athelſtane the Saxon, when he had ſubdued the Cormſh men : yer 

. conſidering, on one fide, chat the Rowans nſed nor to eteryizetheir 
yicories here, or elſe where, by any ſuch Trophies ; and, on the orher, 
rhat there was a time, when che Dares alſo had not only Cormyslf, bur 
all England beſide, under their barbarous ſubje&ion ; and that this 
Monument doh in all parciculars correſpond with rhe 'Courts of E= 
leRions Royal in Demmaerk, of which I am now ſpeaking ; conſidering 
this, I ſay, no reaſon appears tothe contrary, but T'may aflent ro the 
opinion of Yormins, thar it was, after a great defeat of the Engliſh 
Saxons, by his Councry-men, ere&ed for the EleRion of their own 
King, and che inveſtiture of him with che ſoveraignty of his newly ac- 


quired Principality. 


Here, perhaps, You"| be a little ſurpriz'd, if I adventure to make our 
Stone-heng ic ſelf bfing up the rear of chis laſt and moſt Giganrique 
diviſion of Danrgue Antiquities. But, it is my ConjeQure ; the ulti- 
mate ſcope of my fo laborious Enquiry ; the point in which all the 
lines of-this long diſcourſe concentre. Wherefore, having now at | 
lengrh brought you to a place, where You may at once behold the 
firengrh of alf choſe ſeveral Reaſons, thar conſpired to ſaggeſt that 0-. 
pinion to me : it is fit I ſhould drawthem rogerher in as ſmall a com- 
paſs,'asT can, and ſo preſent them co your conſideration, while whar 
hath been delivered both of all che Dan;ſh Unletrer'd Monuments in 
general, and in parricular of theit Comrts for Eleftion of Kings, is yer 
ſe in your memory, Andtkis,I conceive, may be moſt —_— 

a 
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and moſt advantagiouſly effe&ed, b 


in this plain and eafie Method. 


_— 


x 
y way of Parallel, or Compariſon , 


—w_— 


_— 


The dncient Courts of | 


Parl:ament in Denmark 
alwayes 


I. 
Ere firuated in large and 
open Plains nor far from 
ſome Town, of competent re- 
ception, at leaſt for people of the 
beſt Quality : and 


IL 


In, or neer to the-middle of the 
Kingdom; that ſuch as were ſum- 
moned to convene, upon the E. 
leRion of a King, or other affair 
of publick importance, might re- 
pair thirher with equal conveni- 
ency: and 


p TIL, 

Upon a gently tiling ground , 
for ohe ad tags of roteedd, and 
that the Common people afſem- 
bled to. confirm the ſuffrages of 
the Eleftors , by their univerſal 
applauſe and congratulatory accla- 
ations, 3- might ſee and witneſs 
the ſolemn manner of the Ele&i- 
on, 


| 


— 


STONEHENG 
likewiſe 


L 
Crns ina ſpatious Plain, a- 
bo 


ut two mules diftant from 
Ambresbury, anc:ently a Town of 
great note : and 


II 


In a mediterranean or mid-land 
Country ; for ſo Camden calls 
Wilcihire : avd 


ITL 
Hppon a plot of ground ſome- 


what more eminent, than the cire 
cumpacent Plain, which enlargeth 
the proſpett of the Pile , and which 
cannot be approached but by an eaſie 
aſcent, on all ſides. 


H 2 I'V. Were 
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IV. 


Were open on the Top, and 
fides; har ſo the King ele& fian- 
ding in the middle, mighc be be- 
held from all quarcersof che neigh- 
bouting Plain 5 and the Vores of 
the EleRors the. berrer heard by 


the mulcirudez ſtanding round a- | 


bour, at a becomming diſtance, 
V. 


Made onely of huge tones, the 
fargeſt char could poſbbly be found 
- where in the Country ; rnde, 
unhewn, of no certain figure, 


VI. 
And theſe ſer upright, at equal 
diſtance each from orcher, ina Cir- 


cle ; tha ſo the Ele&ors Rtanding 
upon thzm might make a round : 


VII. 


| | 
With one ſtone taller and big: | 


ger than the reſt, ereed in t 
Centre, ;for the King to ſtand up- 
en, and ſheyy himſelf co.che peo- 
ple, ar che rime of his Inaugurati- 
on, and receive their joyfull Ac- 
clamations, wiſhes of felicity, and 
other ceſtimonzes of ſubmiſſion 
and fealry. 


+ and environed ndt with contin: 


I'V. 
[s uncovered above, or roofle ff, 


ed walls, but ftones pitcht np- 


7-5 ; ſo that ſuch as and on auy 
fe without, may perceive what's 
done withs, 


V. 


Made of ones of wait mAgni- 
tude ; and unhewn, as they came 
from the Op, of no regular fie 


| gure: an 
YI. 


T heſe ſet in round, equally d;- 
| Fant among themſelves, and per- 
| pendienlar; 


VII. 


With one Stone, in the innoft 
circle (now lying along and bro« 
hen, but at f ſet upright, and 
then probably placed at the v 
| centre of the whole work_) whoſe 

remaining fragments put together 
make, according to Mr, Jones 


acc ſexteen feet in length ; 
wheel 5 a likely to have "ies 
Kongftolon ( «« the Danes call#- 


theirs ) or Kings throne, ' 4s ah 
| Altar, : 


VII, With- 


VIII. VII1, 


Wirhout any Inſcriptioy © Having no Epigraph, cut, or 
Letters ingraven upon any one of | trenche 12 FA Stones 5 4s 
the Stones : becauſe the Fabrique | carrying 4 (ufficient evidence of 
was ſufficiently Known by its pro- | :ts Deſygnment and uſe, in the fi- 

Form ; and the Uſe in a pecus | gwre of its platforms, and perfetti- 
2. manner cuſtomary to the| on 1» all oferial parts ;\ and ſpeae 
Danes, | king its Founders, inthe ( in thoſe 
dayes ) well-underſtood language 
of its vaſtneſi, and the ſimulitude 
it bore to others eretted by the 
ſame Nation intheir own Conmry,. 


Thus far, You ſee, the Paralle/ holds in all parriculars, . Ever t6 a 
high degree of Reſemblance ; there being no one thing inthe Antique 
Courts of Parliament yet remaining in Denmare , Which is not to be 
Sound alſo in our Stone-heng. Some things, I muſt acknowledge, are 
obſerved in This, more than in thoſe : and leſt I might be thought 0- 
ver-favourable and partial to my own Conceipt ; if I ſhould omir co 
note them; I ſhall parricularly obſerve whar they are. 


The F:rſ# apparent Difference,then, conſifts in this ; that i» Stone- 
heng the number of ſtones is much greater. Which norw'thſtanding 
may without much difficulty or training be reconciled, by refle&ing 
upon the Examples of che Courts of Ele&ions Royal in; Denmark, 
newly alleged. For, though Ol. Wormine ſaith , that thoſe conſiſted 
for the molt part of rwelve huge ſtones (er apright, after the manner of 
Pyramids, or Columns, in'che circumference of a Circle, and one, 
more eminent, in the Centre :-yer ſo far is he from confining all of che: 
ſame ſort ro:thar, orany oo definice number, that he brings ſeveral 
inſtances of ſom2 that came ſhort of, and orhers that much exceeded 
it. . Sorhat fromthence we may _ colle&, thar in old cime che 
Danes. made their Cowrts. of this Kind, ſometimes of fewer, ſome- 


times of more Columns ; according to the ſcarcity,. or abundance of 
ficting ſtones,in the Country, in which they occafionally raiſed them ;' 


if noyallo according tothe leſſer or greater number.of Eleffors, who» 
| ; Were. 


—— 
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were to ſtand and vote upon them. Nos is it to be untegarded, that 
at Srone-heng, che inmoſt Circle ( if, at leaſt, that may be called a 
Circle, which really is a Polygon ; ſuch flat and broad Pillars, being,in 
_— of their want of Comvexity on their our-fides, incapable ro 

e a perfe& Circle ) concains onely twelve flones -; which agrees 
exaaly wich che moſt ancient patterns, 


The Secoxd is this, that Srone-beng hath Three circular orders of 
Stones, whereas the Others have no more than ove, Which never- 
theleſs may receive a ſatisfaQory Solution, as the former, cither from 
the greacer pleney of convenient Rones in Wiltſhire, yea in ſundry pla- 
ces not very remore from the work ic ſelf, of which wee ſhall ſhortly 
have occaſion to rake particular notice : or from the greater number 
of Eleftors, who being of the Nobilicy, and principal Officers of 
Armies, in proceſs of cime were mulriplied to a more numerous liſt, 
than in former ages, as may be obſerved in all other nations alſo : or 
perhaps from hence alſo, that Srone-heng was deſigned both for a Se- 
pulchral Monument of one King,or General, there fin in batrail ; 
and for a Court of Ele&ion for his immediate Succeffor. For, you 
may remember, I have already acquainted You, how uſual 1 thing it 
was amongſt che Daxes, to celebrate the Funeral of one Prince,. and 
ſolemnize the Inauguration of another, at one and che ſame rime, and 
in one and the ſame place ; perpetuating the memory of both, by cir- 
cles of vaſt ſtones + and chat I exemplified this in the mrffive Tomb 
of King Harald Hyld:tand, which was both a Sepulchral Monument 
for Him,and a Courr of Ele&ion for ſucceeding Kings, for many ages 
afrer. Nor have I omicted, co ſupply yon with decriprions of two 
famous Damgae Antiquities, thit confiſt of a Threefo/d order of 
Stones, all of mignitude equal to, 1f not much rranſcending thoſe df 
Stone-heng, | 


The Third, and lat point of Diſparity is, that in Stone-heng, the 
ourmoſt and inmoft rounds of Columns are furniſhed with Eprſhyles, 
or Architraves, reſting upon their heads y but none ſuch are found 
upon the-upright ones in 1ny of the Courts of Ele&ion in Denmark, 
Bur, chis, as the rwo former, maybe referred to the great abundance of 
ſuch ftones i Mileſhire, more than in any province of Dexmark, ; 
where they were not to be had but rarely, as is intimated ini char rexc 
of Petrns Lindebergius formerly quoted, Daxi cum, propter defettuns 
Saxorum pjramidrs & obeliſcos extruere minime potuerint, olins in 
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wenerion Regum o& He: buns ex terra coacervata _— yolems 
muntis inft ar eminentem fatuire ; * The Danes chey conld» 
© not, for want of Frones, ere Pyramids and Obeliſces,, heretofore 
« they caft up a huge Mount of Earth, in memory of cheir Kings and 
« Heroes. Nor Was it unuſual roche, to raiſe up from che ground 
ftones of wonderful ſcanclings, and impoſe them, in manner of Ar- 
chitraves, upon the cops of others; eſpecially intheir works of greareft 
Magnificence, and where they incended to raiſe admiration in poſte- 
rity, at the prodigious ſtrength, and extraordinary means required ro 
advance ſuch huge weights, to ſogreat a height : as I have formerly 
proved both by authentique Teſtimonies , and agreeable Examples, 
Being, therefore , through the fortunare ſucceſs of their Arms, in pof- 
ſeſſion of England, and aſſembling in ns , Where they mer wich 
ſtore of materials fir for their purpoſe z and propoſing to themſelves to 
ere& aſtirely Monumenr,afterthe faſhion of their own Country, with 
ſome addition of vaftneſs correſpondent : it is not improbable , char 
rhey made choice of this kind of SuperſtruQure of Architraves,or plain 
fong ſtones laid overthwart upon the rops of the Columns ; as rhar 
which might both hold ſome analogy with other Monuments in chetr 
own Nation, and alſo be of conſiderable uſe , in affording more con- 
venient and firm fooring for ſuch perſons.of honourable condirion , 
who were principally co give their Vores at che EleAion of the King , 
ſanding in round upon the ftanes; eſpecially when their lare ViRories 
had augmented the Rock of their Nobilicy, and who, perhaps, were by 
thisrime more than could ftznd upon the lingle Columns, and needed 
che addition of Architraves to ſupport them ar the Solemnity. 


And thus you ſee, how the points of D:ſizn:1itude or Inconformity 
berwixc Stone-heng\, and ics more antique Parterns in Dane-land , 
may be reaſonably ſolved. However, it cannot be denied , bur they 
are, borh in number, and weighe , much inferior ro the: parriculars of 
the precedent Parallel or Reſemblance : and therefore ought nor to 
be put in che Balance againſt chem , nor to be rhough: of ſuch im- 
porrance, as todetra& from the-verifimility of my ConjeQure, thac 
Stone-heng was principally, if not wholly , deſigned and raiſed for a 

al, | 


Comrt- Roy 


Bur , this Diſcovery ( at leaſt , if ic may deſerve thar name) isa 
work of Supererogation, my undertaking fromrhe firſt , having been 


onely to mike ir appear highly probable , char Srone-heng- originally 
| Was - 
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was a building of the Daves. Which , if Thmifiake not, T have ts 2 
competent 7 DA of ſatisfaRion effe&ed. 440 


Nevertheleſs, I muſt not forget to obſerye one thing more , noc 
. unworthy ſerious conſideration : which is this, That among all our 
ancient Hiſtorians, who wrote of the ſtate of Britain as well before, 
as under the Romans and Saxons , recording not onely all the moſt 
memorable aQions, paſſages, and memorials whatever , bur 'alfo in- 
feriour occurrents , and that even to ſuperfluity ; no one hath ſo much 
as menrioned Srone-heng , until a long time after the Danes had con- 
quered England, and were afterwards forced to refign it rothe Eng- 
Iſh again, upen the deceaſe of Hard: Canmte. For, the firſt Author, 
in whom any word is found concerning it, was Geffery of Monmonth, 
who ( together with his fellow Hiſtoriographers, #/:/l:ams of Malmes- 
Bury , Henry of Huntington , and S1mon of Durham lived in the 
days of King Stephen. No contemprible Argument, that in England 
no ſuch Monument, as Stone-beng , was extant , until the Danes had 
over-run and conquered this Nation : it being hard to conceive, 
that thoſe Writers, who commirred to record matters of much ſmaller 
moment , and ( according to the Monkiſh humour of choſe darker 
times ) ſo much delighted themſelves in relating wonderful acci- 
dents, and extraordinary adventures; Would have condemned to obli- 
vion ſo eminent a thing as Stone-heng , and in a deep ſilence have 
paſſed oyer the moſt admirable Antiquity of Great Britain, 


And as for the vulgar conceir , that the great decay of the Strufture 
ſhews it to have been more antique, than the Daniſh ſrvaſion and Con- 
weſt herez it may be eafily ſolved by anſwering, that the ruines evi- 
Lene rhemſelves to be the effe&, not of Time, ( the Rones them- 
ſelves being of a temper ſo compaR and hard , that the iron teeth of 
thx conſuming Enemy cannot gnaw or corrode them z nor any force 
of rempeſts impair them in the leaſt ) bur of the ſacrilegious violence 
of Mex, who: have thrown down moſt of the Architraves , and re. 
moved many of the more portable ſtones , converting them co private 
uſes in Buildings, Land-marks, &c. as appears by ſome yet to be ſeen 
in the neighbouring Villages and Fields, | 


And if the greatneſs of its ruines fince cannot, certainly, much leſs 
ought the Yaſtne(s and Stwpendions Dimenſions thereof , when ic” was 
entire and complete, to be thought ſufficienc to diſpoſſeſs the Daves 

| © of 
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of the honour of irs Extruftion, For, of all Nations inthe world, they 
appear to bave raken the moſt both of Delighe and Pains, in ſearching 
afrer, and bringing together mighty ſtones , whereof ro make cheir 
Monuments: ſparing nor time, nor colt, nor labour”, yea many rimes 
engaging the whole Nation almoſt , to contnibure cheir hands and 
purſes togerher,toward the advancing ſuch prodigious Piles. Toreftifie 
chis, the Hiſtory of Norwey affures us , in the life of Hara/diu Har- 
fagre, that rwo petty Kings of chat Country , conſumed three whole 
years, anda vaſt treaſure , in caſting up a Sepulchral Mount , and 
fencing it abour-with ſtones of Gigantick magnitude;And Saxo Gnam- 
matics ( lib. 10, Hiſt. Danic. F writing theploriousaRions of Ha- 
rald, firnamed Blaatand the ſon of Gormend and Thyra, ( daughter of 
K. Ethelred of England) among other his great exploits, rells us, char 
< He ſer his whole Army, and another of Oxen, on work, to remove, 

« from the Jutland ſhore, one immenſe Stone, or little Rock , and 
& bring ir to the place , wherethe body of his Mother lay inbumed, 
<« thar by ereRing it over her grave, he might at once eternize'the me- 
« mory of her virtues, and of his own filial piety: being ſo far ele- 
vared with the glory of the atrempr ; thar he boaftingly demanded of 
one of the Officers of his Navy, who was preſent , An taut an alias 
molem mortali manu tematam conſpexerit , **If ever he had ſeen 
* { mountainous a 'Bulk undertaken to be tranſported by morrall . 
* hands, Upon occafion of which very relation, O/.' Formuns ( Mon. 
Damic. pag, 39.) concludes 3 Non 1g1tnr tn ſumptibus parentalibus fa- 
ciendis wilt gem ceſſiſſe videntur Noſtrates, & pluris bs Tumnli 
ol:ms conſftiterunt » quam hodie a nobis eftimantur ; ©* Our Councry- 
6 men, therefore, ſeem infertour to no Nation,in ſumptuous Funerals 
« for their Anceſtors, and theſe Sepulchres heretofore coſt much more, 
*hanis in our'days imagin'd, To confirm this aſſertion yer fur- 
ther , give meleave to urge one moſt perrinent and pregnant teſti- 
mony, out of the Preface of the ſame Saxo Grammar, Danicam re- 
tonem Grganteo quondam cultn exercitam, eximie magmtndinis 
Pave veterum buſtis ac ſpecubus affixateſtantnr, Onuod fi quis vi mon- 
frroſa patratum ambigat , quorundam montinm excelſa ſuſpiciat, 4:- 
cat 4, , fi callet , quis corum verticibus cantes tante pranditatis ine 
vexerit. 1noginabile nam 9g, quivis miraculi hujus eftrmator advertet, 
ut molems ſuper plano minme vel difficile mobilens, in tamtans noont ans 
fublimitatis apicem ſimplex mortaltatis labor , aut nſitatys human 
roborss conatws extulerit. | {tram vero talium rerum Amthores poſf 
$11avids inundtionts exenr ſum Grgames extiterint , an virs corporis 
I vIrs 
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viribus ante alios prediti, parum netitie traditum, _©* That Dane- 
* land antiently was inhabiced by Giants , ſtones o* wonderſul mig. 
< nicude, affixed co the Sepulchres and Caves of our Anceſtors, bear 
** wicneſs, Which if any doubt to have been eff:Ked by monſtrous 
* ſtrengrh, ler him behold che crops of ſome Mountains, and tell, if he 
« be able, who brought thither Rocks of ſuchimmenſ< greatnz(s, For, 
*every competent Judge of this wonder will perceive it co exceed 
** che imaginationof man , how the meer labour of Morrals , or uſu3l 
© effort of haman ſtrength could advance to a point of ſuch moznta- 
* nous fublimiry , a weight nor ar all , or not withour extreme di ffi- 
« culry , movable even on pliin ground. Bur, whether the Auchors 
© of theſe mighty works were Giants , hving afrer the Deluge was 
< fallen 3 or Menendowed with extrao:dinary firength of body + is 
*©not to be known from Story. Now , if any rnprejudicare man , 
having heard theſe reſtimonies , ſhall firſt enquire of our Hiſtorians , 
what mighty Armies, and numerous ſwarms of, people , were broughe 
out of thoſe Northern Countries to infeſt Britax, rogether wich their 
too proſperous ſucceſſes in many fights ; andthen conſider wich him- 
ſelf, whar ſuch: vaſt numbers of men em "_ at once , and am- 
biriouſly co- operating in ſuch a work , might beable ro perform, in 
a few years, yea months, and that by mzer natural Rtrength, without 
any great $kill in Mechaniques, , or the Arr of removing great weights 
by Engines : cercainly, he will find no difficulty in aCmitting it cobe 
2 ofthis and perhaps more probable, for the Danes to have broughe 
the grear tones ar Srone-heng to that ground , and there ereRted them 
in the order deſcribed ; as tor the old Britans, Romans, Saxons , or 
any other Nation, 


Eſpecially when ic is moſt probable, thac thoſe ſtones were ferch'd 
no farther off, than from Arbary or Rockly, abonr three dr four miles 
diſtant from arleborow inthe {ameCounty. Forgin the Fields 2djoyn- 
ingto thoſe two Vill:oes,and principally the Jater (which as Camden 
obſerves, borrowed irs name f 6a may there ſtand up grear ones 
like Rocks, infinite in number ; all which perfeRly reſemble thoſe ar 
Stone-heng, in colour, grainy hardneſs ,. and branching of veins ; and 
many of Bop alſo-in figure and proportions : broughe thither » AS is 
vulgarly, and perhaps not untruly , believed, by the violence of the 
univerſal Deluge, and there left in Vallies, as the force of the currents 
abared. Theſe fiones I my ſelf have often ſeen, in journeys to 
Bath fromLonden;and comparing them with thoſe at Stone-heng,found 

{ſo 
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ſo great an Analogy betwixt chem , rhit ever fince I have reteined an 
opinion , the Founders of char Monument furniſhed chemſelves wich 
Mrerials from the fore-named plices ; among ſo great a multicude 
ſeleQing ſuch, as in m1gnicude and ſhape mighe beſt comporr wirh 
cheir deſignes ; and tranſporting them from chence. Burt How ? or 
by what means ? Thic's the greateſt wonder of all ! 

Concerning this grand D:fficulty , thefefore, I ſay z Thar chough 
the unlearned Vulgar miy be diſpenſed withall , ro admire the tran= 
ſporration of ſuch ſtones , as an effeR of more than Human Arr and 
Strength ; andaccordingly to have recourſeto the ridiculous Fable of 
Merlin's bringing them 0:t of Zre/and by Magique Diabolical, andthe 
help of Spirits .: Yer to Schol irs and Travellers, che maccer will ap- 
pear to come (© (ho t of rhe Miracle, as ſcarce ro arcain ro a Compa- 
riſon with ſundry other performances , not onely of che Ancients , 
bur of the Moderns alſo, in rhe like kind. 


For , among the «/£ gypt:an Monuments of exrraordinary labour 
and magnificence, we read in Heredotws (lib, 2. cap. 175- ) of one 
huge Pyramid, built by King Ceopes , in which was nort.one (tone leſs 
than 30 foot long , and all of them ferch'd from Arabia the Rocky : 
and how Anaſis, another «Egyptian Monarch , had a houſe of plea- 
ſure for himſelf, cur ovr of one entire tone, 14 cubics long, 1.4 broad, 
and 8 high; and alſo made the Statue ofa Sphinx, or «/£ gyptian Cat , 
of another ſingle ſtone, which was in lengrh 143 feet, in heighch 62 , 
and in compaſsof the Head 102. And Drodorss Siculus ( Biblioth, 
(ib. x. ſe, 2. ) reports of SeſoFrzs, a third King of e/£gypt , that in 
a Temple of Vulcan ar Memphis , he ereed two Statues, one for 
himſelf, another for his wife , each of one ſolid Scone, and 30 cubits 


high. 


Among the Jewiſh, we read in Joſephus ( de Bzilo Judaic, lib, 6. 
cap. 6. ) of three mrgnificent Towers built by Herod, in which eve- 
ry ſtone being of whice Marble, was 20 cubics long, 10 broad , and 
5 high : and which was yer more wonderful, che old wall ir ſelf was 
firuated on a ſteep rifing ground : ſo' rhar 'cis ſcarce imaginable by 
what puiſfinc means ſo many Rones of ſuch prodigious weight, (hould 
be taken whole our of the Quarrey , and conveyedco a place of ſuch 
eminenr alticude, 


Among the Grecian, we read in Pliny ( 15,36, cap. 14, ) chic 
1 2 in 
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in char. ſo amens Temple of Diana in Epheſus, were 137 Columns, 
each conſiſting of one. ftone, 60 foor highs all raken our of the Quar- 
ries in Af : not to infil che mighty Rhodian Coloſſre, of which 
Fame hath ſpoken with all her congues, 


Among the Roman , beſides rhe prodigious brazen Coloſſms of 
Nero, deſcribed by Suetemus , (inwvit. Neron, ) we read , in Pan- 
cirol, ( de deperdit, titwl. 31. ) of ſundry Obelishs, made of ſo many 
whole ſtones; whereof ſome? were 40, ſome 80, others 9© cubirs high ; 
moſt of chem brought from e/© gypt ro Rome , and there ſer up ; wich 
this Diſtich engraven upon one af them. | 


Ss lapts eft nnus; dic, ua fuit arte levat ns ? 
Sed fi ſunt plures dic, ub1 congeries ? 


If this be one tone ; How *rwas rais'd, divine : 
If more than one ; ſhew, where they do combine. 


In Rome there fands alſo an Obelisk of one ſolid ſtone, a kind of 
Ophite , or ſpotred Marble , anciencly conſecrated roche honour of 
the great Julixs Ceſar, and erected onthe left fide of the Vaticar 
T eewple, in the Cirque of Nero” but, im the year x56, removedinto 
a more eminent place , at the vaſt charge of Pope S:xiws Quintns , 
and by the admirable skill of Dominicus Fontanss , -an excellent Ar- 
chired. Which is in height 170 foor, above the baſe z in breadth, ar 
che boxcom, 1 2 foor, andat the top 8; in weight 956148 pounds , 
beſides the heavineſs of the Inſtruments or Engines uſed in raiſing it , 
thar amounted to 2042824 pounds, according to the computation of 
Georgins Drandins, ( inadntationb. ad Solin memorabilia, part. 1. 
fol. 131. )) The removing of this Obelisk was ſo rarea piece of Art, 
chat beſides the vaſt treaſure he received in reward, che Engineer got 
immortal renown thereby ; no leſs than 56 learned men expreſly ce- 
Tebrating his praiſes ; as Aſonantholins ( in Comment, in Ariſt, Me- 
chamc. cap. 19.) remarketh. If ſo ; what did thoſe deſerve, who firfi 
digeed the ſame our of the-Marble Quarries of Egypt , and brought ic 
entice to Rowe 2 Doubtleſs chis was much che more glorious enter- 
pile of the ewo. | 

Now, afcer theſe ſuperlative Examples , what think you of our 
Stone-heng, berwixt which and thoſe, asto dimenſions, is no more 
proportion , than betwixt a Pygmie and a Giant ?. Can you allow it - 


co 
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to have been ſo wonderful a rask , for 2 whole Army'of Men » and 

multirudes of Oxen, to tranſport the tones thereof , in. a plain and 

champian Country 3 eſpecially ſeeing the biggeſt-of its ones CY= 

ceed not 1.2 Tun weight, and many of them-nor 2 Tun ; and chat che 

diſtance from Rock/ey , and Aibury, from whence , it ſeems , they 

were fetched , to the place where they were ſer up , is not above 26 

miles at moſt > You'l obje, perchance ; that thoſe mighty works 

were performed by Nations, amorg which were many excellent Ma- 

' themaricians, and great.Matters in the Art of Mechaniques , to which 

all weights are eaſily moveable , and which containerh Demonſtrarive 

Rules how the ftrongeft Oake may be torn up by the roocs with 2 

Horſe-hair, as the learned Author of Mathematical Magigne hath 

well obſerved , and clea:ly proved, ( book, tr. chap, 14.) : bur this of 

Stone-heng by a rude and barbarous people , utrerly ignorant of ſuch 

Machines ahd artificial helps. To thus, therefore , I a»ſwer ; Thar 

ir doth not appear the Danes were ſo rude , asto have no acquain= 

rance at all with che uſe of Engines for the elevation of monſtrous 

weights : bur rather che oy & inſomuch as cheir carrying even 

Rocks themſelves from the Sea-ſhore to the very heart of their Coun- 

try , of which I have formerly ſpoken , ſufficiently intimates their 

being verſed in the uſe of the Leaver, Roller, Wheel, Pulley, Wedge,. 
and Screw, which are fundamencal Faculties of Mechaniques, it 

being ſcarce conceivable, how otherwiſe they ſhould raiſe ſuch por- 

tentous Monuments , as they did. Burt allowing chem to have been 

as Unskilful, as You pleaſe, in ſuch Inſtruments ; yer conſider how 

Numerons they were , and how fRirenuouſly great ſwarms of them- 
uſed to joyn hands rogerher in ſuch attempts z and you have nor forgor 

the old Verſe , Multorum manibus grande leatur onm,. Many hands: 
make light work. What proJigious marrers may be efte&ed by meer 
ſtrength and hand-force of great Mulcicudes, withour Rules of Arr , 

may be diſcerned from the ſavage /nd;avs 3- who being defticure of 

other Machemariques, bur what Nature diRared corhem, and wanc- 

ing the advantage of Engines , did yer by chelr fimple coyl and inde- 

farigible diligence , remove ones of incredible greatneſs. For ,. 
Acoſta ( Hiftor. Indic. lib. 6. cap. 14. ) telates, thathe meaſured 

one ſtone brought to T:agwuanaco, Which was 38;foor long , 18 broad, 

and 6 thick : and that in cheir ftatelieſt Edifices were many other of 
much vaſter mignitude. 


To conclude, therefore, with a \h5rt review of what hach —_ 
ec 
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been delivered art large, and affift your Judgment, by refieving your 
Memory ; conſidering (1) that of all Nations in the world, none was 
ſo much addied ro Monuments of huge and unhewn ſtones, as the 
Danes appear to have been , for miny hundred of years together z 
(z that they uſed to ſer ſuch np, nor onzly in their own Country, bvr 
in all other places alſo, where-ever the fortune of war h1d at any time 
made their adventures and archievments memorable ; and more par- 
ticularly in England and Scotland ; (3) that in Denmark, at this & g 
chere Rand many Rupendious Piles of Rones,in moſt particulrs agree- 
ing with char, of which I have now diſcourſed ; (4) :hit upon a ft:i& 
and imparrial inqueſt , neicher che antient Br:ta:ns, nor Romans, nor 
Saxous, are found to have wny juſtifiable cicle ro the hono: of ſounding 
chat of Srone-heng ; ( 5 )thar no onz of our old Hiftorians mide men» 
tion of any ſuch work , until long after the Danes h1d acquired rhe 
Soveraign Power in this Iſland , and left ſundry memori1ls of their 
victorious Armies ; (6) that che grear imprirment of rhe Fibrick ſince 
char rime of rhe D1nique conqueſt, doth not evince it to be of grevecr 
antiquiry ; (7) char neicher che Magnificence of the ſame , ar firlt ; 
(8) nor che viſta2(s of ſtrzngrh, and tkill in Engines, required ro che 
cranſportation and elevarion of Rones of ſuch prodigious weight ; are 
ſufficient Arguments co the contrary : conſidering theſe things, I ſay, 
why may I nor con jeRure, thit the Danes, and onely the Daxes were 
the Authors of Stone-heng > Sure I am ofchus much, chat chis Opinion 
of mine, if ic be erron2ous, is yer highly plauſible : hrving this advar- 
rage over the othzrs concerning che ſame obſcure ſubje&X,rhat it is nor 
ſoeafily ro be refured, Noris it arrogincy in me, to affirm, thar if I 
have bezn deceived in entertaining this conceipt in the place of Truth; 
it was becauſe I found it in the livery and colours of Truth. However, 
I expe& you ſhould conſider; ic is no diſhonor ro even the heft Mairks- 
min, no: ©o hit the whire , when he is forced to ſhoot in the dark. 
Which conſideration being alone ſufficient ro ſecure my wel-intended 
endeavours, from too ſey2re and difing2nious cenſure,” in gaſe it (hill 
hereafcer be diſcovered, that T hive been miſtiken in the Main thing 
ſought afcer, namely, the Authors of our Antiquity : I doubt nor, bur 
your Candor will extend it alſo to chz favourable conſtruction, of my 
ſuppoiitions concerning the Circumſtirces, 

In the trengrh of chis confidence, therefore, I adventure to acquaint 
you moreover with my conjeAure concerning the TI ME, when 
Stone-heng 
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Stove-heng was firſt ſer up: which I rake to be in the beginning of che 
reign of s ba Excellent Prince, A/fred, or Alured z who 1s he was the 
firtt anointed King of this Ifland, ſo was h: the firſt Learned King, 
and molt muniticent Patron to Scholars, char ever ſwaied the Sceprer 
of Britain, For, all or Chronicles agre:ingly deliver, thar He was 
ſcarcely ſeared in his chrone, when there came overgreater ſwarms of 
Danes, than ever befo-e, ro infeſt his dominions ; and thac afrer miny 
unfortunate bartails wichthem, he was reduced ro chat extremity, thac 
leaving his I1rge Monarchy tothe rage and rapine of thoſe inſulring 
Pag ns, he fl:d for ſafery of his life into the Mariſhes of Sommer- 
ſetſhire, where For rwo years he lay concealed in a poor diſguiſe, ſu- 
ſteining himſelf by fiſhing and fowling. Among other adventures that 
befell chis glorious perſon in chis dark Eclipſe, it is not unworthy re- 
membrince, chit on a time as he was fitting in the chimney corner in 
rhe cortage of a Cow-heard ( who had entertained him into his ſez- 
vice) and bulied in trimming his bow and arrows ; a Cake of dong 
lying to be baked on the hearth before him, chanced co be burned ; 
which che goodwife impuring to his negleR, in ou Fry caſt away 
his bow and arrows, and ſharply checking him,ſaid ; Thou fellow, do#t 
thou ſee the bread burn before thy face, and wilt not turn it ? and yet 
thou art glad to eat ity beſore it be half kaked. Shortly after this, leare 
ning policy from adverſity, and deriving courage from neceſſity ; he 
v2ncu-ed, in the hibir of a common Minſtrel, to enter into the Daxes 
Cmp (in#1/rſhire, and probably not far from the place, where Stone« 
heng ands)and fuaving viewed the manner of their encamping,and ob» 
ſe-ved their ſecuriry, he rerurned back to ſeveral of his Lords retreared 
inco the Iflind called Ed/izgſey, invironed with two Rivers, 7 have 
and Parret, jn Seperſ-thhire, >vd acquainting them in ho'y careleſs 
and open a poſture he found the Enemy ; recolle&ed che (catcer'd 
remains of his forces, and with theſe ſurpriſing the Daze, and putcing 
em firft into 2 pinick terror, and thenro flight, gave them ſo con- 
fidecable a defear, that they immediately ſubmitred co a Treaty, and 
deliver'd Hoftagesfor performance of condirions® 


Now, conſidering the ex:reme low ebb of Fortune, to which this 
excellent King was at that time brought ; and the high flood of proſ- 
periry char in the mean while had advanced the Dans over all parrs 
of his Dominions, inſomuch chag oobng ſeemed wanting to complete 
their conqueſt, bur only to find out the few Defendants who remained 
in obſcurity ; and wirhall refleRing upon the for.ner ME Cu. 

ome 
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FPORED ac; 
Rome of that ambicious and martial Nagton, 'to ere& Courrs Royal of 
cr ones, Sore che manner deſcribed, for rlieEle&ion of 
where: _ wpy —_— cheir Armes 
le to Soveraignty + : '+ am} apt todelieve, -thar ka- * 
ver-run- the whoſe Kingdom, excepr only Fonts 
mr main Atmy itn WiJeſhire, for neer upon ewo years 
in re up their reft in a confidence co perperuate their 
_— > ptr er ; they - «ts rhemſelves, during that rime 
ny and j i ell: aaa Dent TE <9 wherein to e- 


te&t and Rei pres Comematter, K ing of -England : 
= werknef of 7 of the di Alfred affording hem a fit opportu- 


, and thar on HO RnY s for ſogreat and ſly- . 
jous a work; Nor isit ini probable,that c ny ſuprniey and dif. 


order, in which rhe Ro pefoun chem, wique of his 
Fiddiehad.charmed:therty jon of wn majeltyor his 


on, and procured him a Remains eo tha: Comp? m1 
aver by the jubile chey celebrated, after they had 33-40 
Haborious tak,” and therein newly crowned their King, aftet a crium- 
phal manner, ſuch as ar ee compindet with che faſhion of their 


ny of our Hiftorians relare; 
nn ro dow and revelling -; and tae che unknown Muſician was 
wy before their os » Gormmnd, im his rent, duri 1 
rd magnificent feaſt, Bur, pe chaps] may be chought too bol in da- 
ring, from ſuch ſender paſſages and circumſiancial himrs, thus preciſe- 
ty ro gueſs ar che Age of this Antiquity ;. concerning oor Original 
neirher HiRoty, nor Tradition hath left we b,rrvndede, iphr, whereby 
the inquifirive might be through the darkſome valeof Uncer- 
rainty,to the delightfbll manfon of Truch. Leaving every man;there- 
fore,co the fiberry of his own choughts, couching chis particuſar, 'as al- 
poor on faid of che Monument ir Telf, and irs ori» 
rion 27, I here pur a Period co - whe e, Whereity 

though ady to contend with Oblivion ; Fr no deſign” 


to uſurp upon the Judgment of others. 


. 


